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Abstract: Problem statement: Agricultural extension as an important tool to &efei food for people
has always been faced with challenges. One of thha#lenges is relation to the privatization of
agricultural extension which has been suggestedast countries due to inefficiency of governmental
systems of agricultural extension and their finahproblems. The main purpose of current study was
to examination of background and strategies forgtization of agricultural extension from the View
point of experts in llam province, Iran. On thedxA®sn research goal, current research was theofype
applied research, in this study, due to the inighib fully control the independent variables; i@
method was the type of non-experimental reseakplproach: This research has been done based on
the descriptive research method. The statisticgibp of this study was included all of expertdhie
agricultural jihad organization of llam provincear8pling method for choosing statistical samples was
census in expert's community. Sample size was tztdi to help the Cochran formula for the number
of 76 experts. The Main tools of current reseamhgathering information was a questionnaire was
developed that made the research and theoretiegdtlire from interviews with experts and it was
used to determine the validity of the panel of etgpeDescriptive and inferential statistics weredis
and data was analyzed by spss R@sults: The results showed that the experts in the field of
Extension and privatization have a positive at&tudnd believe that the type of operating systems,
familiarity of farmers with extension, type of assttion, type of operation, land area and academic
experts in the field, are positively associatedhvilie possibility to privatization. Best approaches
from the view of experts for the privatization dh®se costs paid by the government and providing
services from the private sector. In this regariéing subsidies to farmers, the most appropriate
approach from the view of experts. In terms ofpagment methods, farmers were demanding loans
from the government. And tended that cooperate thi¢hprivate sector in the preparation of inputs,
land preparation and planting.onclusion/Recommendations. The most important factor in the
privatization of agricultural extension was knowgedand experience of the extension agent of
private sector. In general, privatization was appiate for areas that have grown large and
commercial farmers and agricultural conditions wiereerms of satisfactory.
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INTRODUCTION the delivery of public sector extension. In develdp
industrialized countries, which often provide medfelr
The evolution of public agricultural extension extension service delivery elsewhere, the declining
arrived at a worldwide turning point in the 1986se  relative importance of agriculture for economic i,
that represented the end of a major phase in thetgr the increasing education and affluence of smaller
of publicly funded extension in both the developedi  populations of rural producers and the increasseaf
developing world. Agricultural extension increading externally purchased inputs have changed the nafure
has become defined as one or other of (apparenthpublicly funded extension services and led to a
differentiated activities of technology transfer mral ~ questioning of the means of delivery of extension
development (Jiyawaet al., 2009). In many situations, Services by governments (Rivera and Gustafson,)1991
the transfer of technology, heretofore considereel t In developing countries, where publicly funded
purview of public sector systems, Hzsen reconceived. extension is often more important, there has been
Such changes suggest a re focusing of paradigms féensiderable questioning of the structure and foofns
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extension delivery Agricultural extension in Iramsh privatization of agricultural extension (Lashgarara
always been faced with problems such as financiahnd Hosseini, 2011). The main purpose of current
problems, inappropriate use of manpower, inefficjen study was to examination of background and
and structural weakness. Long-term nature of thestrategies for privatization of agricultural exteors
extension program has put a heavy cost on the budg&om the view point of experts in llam provinceair.

for the financial world countries, especially in The special purposes of this study are:

developing countries. Budget problems that many

countries are behind in the face, which caused tteem « |dentifying applicable approach in the field of

seek other ways to fund the government programs Extension privatization from the view of experts

(Arayesh, 2011). Although has already done much tQ  ynderstanding the factors affecting in Extension
increase the budget and financial needs governmenta .y atization process

organizations extension, but, extension organigatio, |4entifving appropriate administrative policies for
budget and foreign funds has increased to as rigiglig ExtenZor? priF\)/F;tizgtion process P

In many countries, especially in Africa and the Mal - -

East, the Extension budget has been stable oratestie Identify tt?ef most important methods  of - cost
The farmers in order to convert it to production payment by farmers
accomplishment. Research and Extension are the two
founding pillars of agricultural systems. Research MATERIALSAND METHODS

network has considerably stridden in the last four

decade but the information and communication suppor  On the based on research goal, current research
is almost conventional and inadequate. ExtensioRyas the type of Applied Research, In This studye du
personnel are considered as friend and philosopifers {5 the inability to fully control the independent
the farmers to take the decision. In the WTO eha, t variables; Research Method was the type of non-
problems and challenges become sharper and e)menSigxperimental research. This research has been done
personnel will have 1o be equipped with a stratizgy based on the descriptive research method. The

?Iz/i;galiyar;[g:lrachcﬁihaggggisIn thirsnorreegar d Er:gml“ftl)g statistical society of this study was included afl
' ’ £experts in the Agricultural jihad organization ddirh

reviewed reasons for the ineffectiveness of variou i 2 ; .
countries agricultural Extension (Arayesh and Himgse Province. Sampling method for choosing statistical
2010). Some countries have never developed publig@MPples was census in expert's community. Sample
sector agricultural extension services, leaving theSize was calculated to help the Cochran formula for
function of agricultural extension to private secto the number of 76 experts. The Main tools of Current
commodity enterprises or industry agencies, albigén ~ Research  for  gathering information was a
with some government financial subsidy. In Franceguestionnaire was developed that made the research
while chambers of agriculture and private sectorand theoretical literature from interviews with exys
companies provide extension services, the former arand it was used to determine the validity of thegla
substantially supported financially by public funds of experts.The questionnaire used in this study was
(Jiyawanet al., 2009) Privatization of Extension not consisted of 5 parts_ The First part of questiomai
necessarily reassigning the Duties and roles of thgas consisting of questions about individual fastof
government to the Private Sector, on the Contrarg i employers (Age, Sex, educational level, work
more participation of Private Sector (Lashgarand a gynerience.). The second part of questionnaire was
Hosseini, 2011). It seems that the main objectoks consisting of 10 close questions regarding meagurin

privatization of agricultural Extension in Iran is ; . . oo
) . L of effective factors in extension privatization. erh
Include: Increasing Coverage level of extensiowiser . . . .
Third part of questionnaire was consisting of 1&sel

through the use of private extension organization, . . .
revolutionizing the governmental extension, Inciegs duestions regarding Measuring of methods of cost
its efficiency through competition with private §ea, ~Payment by farmers. The fourth part of questiormair
providing participation background of different gus ~ Was consisting of 9 close questions regarding
of farmers in the extension activities and incregsi Measuring of executive policy. Last part of
effectiveness of extension services through théuestionnaire was consisting of 10 close questions
choosing the best extension system (Beglarian, 2010regarding measuring of approaches of private sector
Almost “in all countries where agriculture has &apl  Descriptive and inferential statistics were used an
place in their national economy, has taken stepgbdn data was analyzed by spss 19.
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RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

Finding:
View point of experts to ward conventional
agricultural extension services: In surveys taken,

. 7 (1): 17-20, 2012

e Farm costs are divided between farmers and private
sector

e Guarantee commitments made between farmers
and private sector

e The government must be  established

on average, experts had a positive view of the communication with the agricultural extension

existential philosophy of agricultural extensiondan
Most of them were believed to agricultural extemsio
too much.

View point of experts to ward efficiency of
governmental extension services. More than 52.7% of
the experts stated that governmental extensioreBst
had been very high level.

View point of experts to ward Extension

e The number and coverage level of private
companies should be established in the every area
based on Income Level and the Prosperity of
Agriculture
Insurance companies are accountable for their
commitments

Cost payment methods. The views of experts about

the best way to pay for extension by farmers Showed
that the best method of additional share payment by
private extension services is to Increase the dnnua

privatization: Mean opinion of the expert's shows that production. The results obtained include:

they are convinced to extension privatization atsd i
ability in the Average Level.

View point of experts to ward conceivability of
privatization: The Result of Current study shows

* Receiving additional share from the increase the
annual production by private extension services

* Receiving share of the profits

e« Giving loan to farmers for providing private

that, More than half (59%) of the experts consider extension costs

the possibility of extension privatization in the
medium level.

Approaches of private extension: Results of this study
show that best approaches from the view of exgerts
the privatization are those costs paid by the guvent

e Granting subsidies to farmers

Factors affecting the privatization of agricultural
extension: Results of expert viewpoints about the
factors affecting the privatization of agricultural
extension shows that the most important factorhim

and providing services from the private sector. Inarea are experience and knowledge of private sector
this study, the most appropriate approach foreéxtension workers. Other factors included:

privatization, respectively, includes: giving sutlisis

to farmers, contract extension and program guide Experience and knowledge of private sector

documents Table 1.

Executive policies: In this study, a number of
executive policies for the privatization of agrizuhl
extension were to surveys experts. Policies thaewe
studied include:

Table: 1. Prioritizing private extension Approaches

extension workers

< Providing the scientific knowledge of agriculture

e The cultural background

* Type of exploitation system (small scale farming,
agro- industries and cooperatives)

* Type of employed groups in agriculture

Approaches/ Government costs Private services and over@ment services Governmental services
Priority - private services costs — private costs and private costs

1 giving subsidies to farmers =~ ------ e e

2 Contract extension - e e

3 Program guide documents - e e

4 Supply system of inputs - e

5 - Share cropping system - e

6 - Extension based on goods - e

7 e Agricultural extension organizations e

8 e e Costs recovery system -

9 e e e Contract extension
O Private consultants - e

19



Am. J. Agri. & Biol. i, 7 (1): 17-20, 2012

CONCLUSION
The findings of this study showed that:

Extension as the most important
transmitting information to farmers was required
them

Efficiency of governmental extension
desirable, thus need to be part of
responsibilities granted to the private sector
Mean opinion of the experts shows that they are

is not
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point of farmers (Case Study: llam, Iran). Aus. J.
Basic Applied Sci., 5: 1341-1343.

tools for Beglarian, M. 2010. Investigation on attitude masrag

of agricultural organizations to solution of
agricultural extension privatization in Iran. Ms.c
Thesis, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran.

thedJiyawan, R., B. Jirli and M. Singh, 2009. Farmetisw

on privatization of agricultural extension services
Ind. Res. J. Ext. Educ., 9: 63-67.
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half (59%) of the experts consider the possibiity
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farmers in this area have a desirable view and
even their willingness to corporate and pay the
cost of private services is a little more than
experts in this case

A variety of exploitation systems in cooperation
with the extension private farmers are affected
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