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Abstract: Problem statement: This research proposal aims to analyze the econosoicial and
political foreseeable scenarios of Mexico by thary2030.Approach: Starting from the analyzes of
the recent economic, social and political developsieto searching the trends in specific economic
issues such as international commerce, energy,oymeint, environmental constraints; social trends
such as demographic transition, fertility, popwaatigrowth, aging, migration, education, health,
housing, human development and political trend$ sscdemocratization processes, social upheaval,
human rights.Results: Finally, concluded described and discussed theast®s at three levels:
pessimistic, realistic and optimistic. The key fimgs will be analyzed in more details. The
methodology used are time series analysis for hiéstbdata, correlation analysis for data seriethef
different variables, the Delphi technique, panekgrperts, interviews to some clue economic, social
and political actors. For the analysis, the proSpedechniques are also usedonclusion: At the end

of the study the most important factors in shapimg economic, social and political landscape of
Mexico in 2030 and beyond are identified. It isopaéxamined how the Mexican society will cope with
the broad range of challenges furthermore it iessesd what conditions may be key to transforming
economic, social and political trends into secuaityl social welfare issues.
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INTRODCTION strategic element for the development of the Maxica
nation. The future scenario of Mexico will be sigbn

Mexico’'s degree of integration into the globalized directed towards the creation and application of
economy depends not only on the strategic polifmes knowledge.
international integration but also on the competitiess However, because of the proximity of Mexico to
of its production and exporting capacity. Interoatil The United States, the possibility of productive
commerce liberation and capital movement, lowdislocation will become stronger in the tendency of
transportation and communication costs are reinigrc firms to stick around the business core and to
the tendency toward dividing the international labnd  externalize and provide outsourcing for foreign
fostering the new entrepreneurial and industrialcompanies. The so called third generation of inlloun
strategies. Multinational corporations can easilyindustries or maquiladoras will be the tendencyhis
channel their production in the different placesumd  subject. The actual process of mergers and aciguisit
the World as a consequence of chain valueamong large company groups in Mexico will reinforce
fragmentation and production disintegration. the tendency toward a monopolistic or duopolistic
Dislocation of basic industries will continue exdémg  concentration of mega multinational corporations.
from the basic industries to the services as radati On the territorial transformations framework, the
advantages and competitive strategies. neoliberal model of development, which is being

Mexico will be falling behind the tendency toward implemented now, will not achieve the promises of
centralization and privatization regarding prodoicti equilibrium for the economic, social, political and
and use of knowledge promoted by the competitivenesurban processes. In the following years, this madel
of international commercial relations. Knowledgeais development would neither be sensible to the
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majorities, nor be responsive to the multiple socia The relative failure of the FTAA plan and regional
demands. On the contrary, each time, it will beheterogeneity in dealings with the United Statesildio
incorporated to the scenario of the struggles andnean a limitation (by action or omission) for th& U
competencies between the actors in their globahemispheric leadership. These factors will createid
achievements and the negations of the nation Statebf multinational initiatives in the years aheadareas
role. In the following twenty years, the centertbé  requiring political coordination such as matters
country will lose its industrial dynamics in arounde involving defense and security, environment, drug-
tenth of its national sharing as a result of displaent trafficking and migration. The United States wititrbe
of manufacturing dynamics toward the North of theable to participate as regional leader in many casel
country and the economic reform. Mexico will not be in a position to fill this vacamole
The domestic market in Mexico will reinforce the except in specific situations. However, in the Idagn,
tendency toward a relative loss in such a way thathe hemisphere will solve this problem through the
national firms will have to respond to a double strengthening the multilateral institutions and treat
challenge posed by the mega multinational corpamati |eadership of key countries.
and the countries that produce at a lower pricas Th | implementing the economic policies, there are a
trend puts pressure on the firms regarding thesalf  |east three scenarios: The third way sustainedhiey t
productivity and competitiveness and also in teohs  gqcial democratic tradition will have a small impaa
the workers, wages and employment. the economicreforms. The incompetence in

_NAFTA s forcing the trend to be initiated sin¢®t  nsforming the organization of society and ndnge
arrival of the inbound industries (maquiladorasyded  jpe 1o guarantee the population an increasing

a spatia! reordering of productive activities aathdr integration to the political system generate fabtea
market, in such a way that the Northern Border, &om qnitions to return to the populist model. However
zones and cities of the Center and coastal regilis  \eyico, this neopopulism will not be the predominan
have more opportunities to integrate to the exterio jongency in the following twenty years. The

While some zones densely populated in the highlands,eqh0nulism may emerge and spread fast because ther

the South can distance more in terms of investment§s gisenchantment with the results of the neolibera

occupational opportunities in the modern sectionSgcqnomical policies already implemented and theanic
Cdemocracy will foster economical policies which Iwil

wages and possibilities of social and economi
mobility. On grounds of underlying geopolitical nts o nqpjidate in a more vibrant national capitaligtis
issue in its own turn will attract long-term invesnts.

or the political choices of the leadership, Mexieil
be in favor of partnering with the United Statethea Although production and export of oil will be

than with others. The most likely scenario for theyejining and strong import demand and a relaxation
United States will be to deepen ties with Mexico. monetary policy, Economic activity in Mexico is

The scenario of Free Tradg Agreement of Americaexpected to pick up in the following twenty yeassaa
or FTAA proposed by the United States of America, ole GDP by 4% reflecting favorable international

will not succeed in its obje_ctive to unite Americeone ., ngitions with low interest rates and high commgpdi
free trade agreement. It is already counterbalamyed ,iices The trend of low interest rates will boost
the important achievements of the Mercado del ConQgmestic demand and construction activity. The
Sur (MERCOSUR). The failure of ALCA is due to the ¢, recast of annual percent change for the next tyven
fact that it does not resemble the economic integra years will be an average of 3.5. GDP at marketegric

but it resembles the subordination of colonies tAuill be forecasted for the following years at th&%

impgrial countries where the _Iatter controls sg&e ,nq cyrrent account balance/GDP will be projected t
sections of the economy, dominates markets and 'ab%rowth at the annual rate of 0.4% in thediaihg

and dictates economical policies. Subordinationt no,q years.

integration, defines the nature of ALCA. The tendency of the economic development is re

f Integrlejt_lt(_)n lTphes, m;)lre or :cess, _teqlual ef)_icrzsng%rientated towards services, commercial and fir@nci
of commodities, two way Tlows of capital, profits activities in the following twenty years. Current

interests, joint enterprises-in a word, more Orsles .o iong anticipate that job creation in the 28
symmetrical relations and benefits. ALCA is totally . . X : .
years will take place increasingly in the informal

asymmetrical, with the US  multi-nationals ; .
accumulating Latin assets and determining the oag-w sections, already affec_tlng two out of three wosk_er
Informal workers experience constant income desline

flow of benefits (profits, interests, royaltiespifn South

to North. In that sense, ALCA is very differentfiche @' deprived of social linkages and have no actess
European Union. the benefits of inclusion such as credit. Thus rimizal
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labor is related to inequality. This phenomenon hasvhich can be considered as trends that reproduee th
institutional consequences that impinge on longiter historical segregation forms.
political and economic prospects. The need to intervene in the greater scope to

The retirement system of the future faces serioustruggle against poverty will lead to formulate the
sustainable risks due to the sprawling informabty strategies of social policy toward the target gmoag
today’s pensioners are supported by a smaller numbéehe tendency of the state solution. Poverty in Mexs
of contributors. The funds will prove be inadequfmie  a generalized and intensive phenomenon. Since 1963
tomorrow’s pensioners. Starting from 18 years f@nm until 1981, poverty decreased very fast, but, & th
and 22 years for women in the year 2000, the ptejec beginning of 1982, the trend reversed and the pypver
median estimation of the lasting period of pensiglh  increased until nowadays that more that two thirds
continue increasing in the following 30 years. Many(70,6%) of people are poor and almost half of the
factors depend on future tendencies to the lasihg population (44,7%) are living in extreme poverty
either the labor life or the pension period, whafe  conditions. Since 1998, Mexico is achieving better
still difficult to discern. results than the other Latin Countries.

Among the Latin American and Caribbean It should be very difficult to increase the income
countries, Mexico is the most dependent countryhen  above the poverty line through the provision ofibas
United States' imports. Weak import demand in theservices without creating employméht Poverty
United States in the following next years will affehe  acquires a new dimension due to the tendency ta sho
economy of Mexico where growth is projected to fall the indicators of poverty to decrease more in tleas
3.5%. The slowdown is expected to be less markedf higher relative development and less in the srea
elsewhere in the regiBfl. The tendencies in the growth lagging behind.

of direct and foreign portfolio investment will fean Poverty will increase the established tendencies
impact on the evolution of economic and financialtowards polarization, widening the gap between the
international markets. poor and the rich. However, extreme poverty and

The Analysis of the tendencies of household’smarginality measured by social welfare indicatoif w
income distribution showed no relation or link beem  continue to be high, above the national averagenén
economic models and inequality of income distribniti  Southern States of Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrem. Th
However, the association was mediated by economiticreasing poverty among the rural population will
policies, intensity and temporal sequence of appa  continue to be evident by the loss of acquisitieever
and factors such as social stratification, the ajléhe  of wages paid to the rural workers. Around 80%hef t
informal section, the subterranean economy angboor people will continue to be located in the fura
responses of households affected by economic pslici areas.

The poverty levels and tendencies look very
Social trends: The political economy and the resulting homogeneous to the interior of the States, althdbgh
economic growth can not offer in the following tviyen conditions will be better in the urban areas tharnhie
years to offer an optimistic panorama of equalityl a rural areas. In spite of the fact that, in the st
social improvement. The social development carbeot decades, there are some features of continuitjhén t
sustained only on a social policy because themots migration phenomena, the recent evolutions of the
budget capable of resisting this hypothesis. Bam®d urban migration linked to the urbanization process,
the economic and commercial integration trend, theconfirming a tendency to the configuration of a new
future scenario will be a constant coalition dynesni geography®.
due to the needs of social demands which do nathmat The extent of poverty is more intense in the rural
the requirements of the speculative market added talthough there are more poor people in the urbaasar
actions and facts of economic policies of thein comparison with the rural districts. The trefbws
development model. that poverty will continue to increase in the faliag

However, at the same time a dynamics of sociayears. 11.7 % of the increase in the poverty valbhg
exclusion will emerge which supersedes theto the middle class and only 5.5% of that is asgedi
development of the logic and the increment of thewith the upper class. Both behaviors of the tenianc
physical space. In the following 20 years, therbt @ are explained by the applied differential economic
a danger in the trend toward the loss of sociaésim,  policies". Welfare indicators will improve gradually at
social segregation and social exclusion. The sociothe different rates from the North to the Southe Tdng
spatial structure will follow a slow pattern of c¢lgee  term tendency of the services and the indicatorthef
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conditions will experience a convergence in th@me  women have two sons as average. Reduction initfertil
and wages. rates will bring other tendencies such as the agefn

Since poverty and inequality affect larger sectorspeople, reduction of active population, immigration
those people become more vulnerable to the pateonagressure and insufficient aggregated demand of gjood
practices and the populist, demagogic and authi@aita and services, intergenerational conflict.
electoral alternatives. Such alternatives will eage The regional differences on development are
their influence in Mexico as long as no significant deepening and will continue this trend in the faflog
advances are made in the social field. The progfams years because the government lacks a regional
combating the poverty will improve the nutritiondan development planning.
access to basic health and educative servicesneith Projection of the social indicators leads to a
measures and orientations utilizing transference ofoncise general panorama of trends in the social
resources and incentives. By the year 2030, Mexic@olicies targeted to attend vulnerable and excluded
probably will have started to find a way to make social groups of population, including senior @tiz
progress toward reducing the serious poverty an@nd older people, working single mothers, poor
improving the institutional development. students. The dismantling of the model of Welfatates

Concentration of specific associations will resppon and its social policies will continue very slowlyel to
to the necessity of a new orientation to be mordghe strong opposition of beneficiaries such asesital
extensive to the poorer sectors of society thaetmen in public universities. But still the trend toward
protected by the traditional systems of social ggcu privatization of higher education is increasing teac
till now. Financial resources scarcity, at the &tavvel, year.
will lead to the concentration on the most needed Several changes will happen in the Institutions of
sectors of the population. Higher Education in Mexico such as changes in the

The social program emerged from the Mexicanacademic and organizational structure, financing,
Revolution of 1910-1917 created the middle clag®e T national policies of evaluation, planning and
distance between the Mexican classes were dimigshi development of higher education, science and
during the sixties and seventies. Actually thisdemcy technology. The needs for institutional innovation
is reversing after the introduction of the new emait  Mexico as elsewhere are related to the functionthef
model more oriented toward the economic globalimati economic and social problems at regional, natiamall
processes. Since 1994, with a new economic andlsociglobal scale among other aspects.
environment, what is happening is the continuatibn In the new economic World order, competition
the established tendencies towards polarization anthkes place not only among the economic systems of
widening the gap between the high social classes areach country but also among the educative systewhs a
the rest of Mexican society. Inequality has a tewge its policies of scientific and technological devaieent.
to increase while the concentration of income andrhe institutions of higher education have to chajke
equality is postponing. velocity and magnitude of the new World economic

In the past, there have been some factors whictendencies to convert it, in the less possiblegoenf
lead to the loss of social cohesion and socialuskoh:  time, into an instrument accompanying the otheradoc
The fast pace of structural and institutional sections to contribute to the increment of the
modernization has accentuated the social and edonompopulation's quality of life.
dislocation, changes in the structure of population The is an increasing social segmentation and
inherited from the demographic explosion. from thefragmentation where the different sectors haveetkffit
years seventies, the human costs of two large @sicno projects which excludes each other and have impelle
crisis in the years 82 and 94, the accumulatedakocito a collective consciousness to revert this tfénth
demands that lag behind and the development of sonthe following twenty years, the most vulnerableiabc
regions in the North associated to globalizatimeef segments will be searching for refuge and forms of
trade and NAFTA and the South falling behind, whichexistence to survive and create the conditionsake t
in turn have derived in a plural and complex Merica advantage of the changing economic model of
society. development.

The debate on population tendencies is a cul-de- There are some estimation that according to the
sac. The improvements in the development haveactual trends, the rate of birth in Mexico thatl\wile in
fostered two demographic tendencies: Fertility sate USA by the year 2030 will be between 16 and 18
will be decreasing and population occasionally w#i  million not counting the descendants. This rise of
stabilized in the future if it can be maintainedatth “Hispanics” in the US population will influence the
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United States and its leaders as well as US rektio following years as the influence of social and fgami
with Mexico. It will encourage the growth of the networks.
cultural, political and economic interactions with Tendencies and patterns of temporal and
Mexico, from which most of the future citizens and permanent migration will be more complex and
Hispanic-American voters are likely to cofte heterogenic. For example, the migration experiavitie
The registered remittances will continue to flow not be important and will loose relative importance
mainly concentrated on the States of Michoacanthe migration circularity between Mexico and the
Jalisco, Guanajuato and Zacatecas, the main t@atito United States. Control border measures will be
sources of migrants. There is a confirmed tendencynefficient; the undocumented migration will conte
towards a greater territorial areas in the diffasid the  with more human costs and at the expense of mafias
dynamic process of migrants to the United Statesnd migrant traffickers. Regarding the place otidgs
which, in turn, sustain the tendency patterns ofthe tendency towards the preference for the terhpora
increasing permanent and temporal, documented and migration will exist in all over the United Statasd not
documented and urban migration, more wide regidns conly in Texas and California which had been befoee
origin and destiny and sector diversificatich traditional destinies of the migrants but also.ifCatia
The Meéxico-United States emergent patterns ofind Texas will continue to loose relative weighthe
migration will be more complex and extensive, vittb  preferences of destiny for migrants.
profound binational implications. Given the compitgex The trends of behavior of demography and
and transnational nature of migration, a soluticlhlve ~ employment have a close relationship with the tange
to formulate and implement bilateral strategies ofof migration, as well. Some tendencies towards
negotiation for development settled under a shareémployment are marked by deep adjustments on the
welfare to reduce the increasing migration flowsl an traditional patterns on the organization which ete
pressures. the formal employment with social costs of great
The trend of migration will change more dimensions. The formal employment in Mexico can not
profoundly with the incorporation of women accommodate the entrant economically active
demanding employment and more urban that rurapopulation, creating serious dysfunctional ties.
population as a reflection of the demographic ckang Labor trends such as average of life labor dunatio
and migration will be more stable according to thefor men and women will be converging in the follogi
changes in the labor market. The economic cycles i80 years, showing a growing tendency for women and
periods of economic boom and depression will affecbridging the gap with men.
the tendency of migration less in the fuftireln a The migration flow from the countryside and poor
context of continuity, there is an increasing temmje neighborhoods to the large cities in the center and
towards both documented and undocumented MexicaBouthern regions of Mexico will increase in the
migration to the United States. following years, a trend that is related to theklat
The characterization of the new patterns ofopportunities and new jobs that more than one anilli
migration to the United States shows us a burnimut of the new entrants to the job market require pary
the circular mechanisms and tendency toward th&he Mexican economy has been only able to provide
increment in time of permanency in United States, a around 300 hundred thousand new employments in the
increment in the magnitude intensiveness of permane formal economy, leaving room for the youngsters les
flows and stocks in documented as well as norprivileged to migrate to United States, to entdo ithe
documented migrants and diversification of originalinformal and shadow economies or to enroll in vible
regions and destiny. There is a tendency towards thorganized delinquency.
configuration of the national migration pattern amut Migration from the Mexican countryside to the
the regional one, a heterogeneity in the profile oflarge cities and to the North of the United Stabés
migrants such as major proportion of urban andAmerica will continue in the following years. This
feminine presence, major education and a consitéerabtrend of migration from the countryside is relatedhe
occupational and sector diver&jty/t11318.19 failure of the North American Free Trade Agreement
The tendency towards migration from the negotiations (NAFTA) in agricultural products, whic
countryside and the rural areas will continue to behave been beneficial to the agricultural producéithe
strong as the consequence of the acceleratedstarifiJnited States.
elimination of imports for agricultural productsisa Two trends are relevant: Migration of higher
some tendencies towards the reproduction of Mexicoincome families from the large cities like Mexic@tyG
Estados Unidos migration will continue in the Guadalajara, Monterrey, Puebla, Ledn, Tijuana, mgvi
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out to the rural communities. A continued migrationin-ten (57%) say that people who move from Mexico
trend of the higher economic income segments fften t enjoy a better life in the US, up from 51% in 208Ad
rural communities moving out to the higher incomethe vast majority of those who are in regular conta
communities forming isles of social groups will be with friends and relatives living in the US say sho
observed, as well. friends and relatives have largely achieved thealg
There is an increasing complexity in the cities(Fig. 2J*”. A substantial minority of Mexicans say that
because the different segments are found to bedniixe if they had the means and opportunity to go livehia
the increasingly smaller geographical spaces, whictyS they would do so and more than half of those who
implies also the increasing of frontiers because thwould migrate if they had the chance say they walad
divergent social groups increase their effortsejpasate  so without authorization.
each other and to maintain distances. These social Nonetheless, immigration data show a drop-off in
processes are interpreted as the diminishing ofecent years in the annual flow of Mexican immigsan
homogeneity which in turn can be defined also a lesto the US This decline may be tied in part to the
marked segregation. economic downturn in the US, which has resulted in
In the following 20 years, the Mexican State will fewer jobs for immigrants. Four-in-ten Mexicans say
be abandoning the observance and fulfilment oéehe they know someone who left for the US but returned
rights. It would not be possible to proclaim unttegse  because they could not find a job, although everemo
conditions the guarantee of economic and socidltsig (47%) report knowing someone who returned because
without attending the economic situation and trendsthey were turned back by the border p&ttol
The social rights of the Mexican population, such a
satisfaction of essential needs, new and diversa&lso How big of a problem is..
services and goods linked to the universal values o Very big (%4)
equality,  affirmative  action, tolerance  and
acknowledgement, demanded by social groups today Crime
will be partially fulfilled in the next twenty yesr
There will be contradictions in the tendencies of Econotnic
the cultural policies between the process of problems
democratization according to the forms of
decentralization and citizenship participation ahe Tlegal drugs 73
impact of external factors supported by the economi
processes of globalization, such as the higherattuc

75

.. Corrupt
policies under the NAFTA framework. The global political leaderl?s 68
tendency, in higher education, is toward a staridedd
service not responding to social local conditions. Questions 9a, b, eand g

Changes and effects in social space are generally
slow and impersonal but very deep. TendencyFig. 1: Source: Pew research center publicatiBns
reversibility takes time and generations.

Pew Research Center Publicatibhsconducted a Would you...
survey in .Septerr]ber, 2009 about Mexican social Saying “yes” (%)
subjects like, Crime, the Economy, Drugs and
Corruption. These are the latest findings from2069
survey of Mexico by the Pew Research Center's Globa
Attitudes Project (Fig. 1). Face-to-face interviewsre
conducted with 1,000 adults in Mexico between May
26 and June 2, 2009. This research says that: g-acin
variety of national problems -- crime, drugs, cotion,
a troubled economy--Mexicans overwhelmingly are
dissatisfied with the direction of their country.ittW
dru_g-r_glated violgnce affecting much of Mexico,gbar Mave ta U&7 Mave wio
majorities describe crime (81%) and illegal drugs authorization?
(73%) as very big problems. Questions 68 and 69

Mexicans like to migrate to the US, because Most
believe life is better in the United States. Closesix-  Fig. 2: Source: Pew research center publicafidns
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Close friends or The Mexican government received high marks for
relatives in the TI37 its handling of the swine flu outbreak. Roughlyeitr
in-four (76%) of those who had heard about thesviru
61 said the government was doing a good job of dealing

with it. Support for the government's handling bét
crisis was widespread, both among those who identif
with President Calderdn's National Action Party (BA
(83% approve) and those who identify with the
opposition Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
No (77%)%.

Question 24

Palitical trends: Major political changes are underway
in many of the case study countt¥s Politics is
oriented by the economic trends which will degrétue
80 quality of life of most vulnerable of population
provoking a deeper social gap in the following gean
this sense, the tendency will be to link the ecoigom
sector to the political and social sectors. Thaléacy
will be to design and implement public policiesemtied
to a general welfare where the opportunities ofagino

Eecerve money form
relatrves abroad?

exist for all.
o The Neoliberal State as a model of development of
Question 86 Mexico will be implemented very slowly in the

following twenty years because there is a strong
. _ political culture tradition of centralization of
Fig. 3: Source: Pew research center publicaidns governmental functions, paternalism and political

clientele in the provision of public services and

And some may see expanding jgb OppOrtuNIties inqrnted behaviors. In this respect, the MexictateS
the Mexican economy. Although 69% say the currenty pe diminishing its sovereignty in front of the

economy is bad, most are upbeat about the futd® 6 y5pajization tendencies. It will des-incorporatada
expect the national economy to improve over thet NeXjes-regulate the economy to design policies of
12 months, While.only 14% think it will get worse. appropriation and use of resources.

The close ties between people in the US and™"iis forecasted that the changes from the welfare
Mexico are reflected in the survey's findings-—-38% giate model to the Neoliberal State Model will tend
Mexicans have friends or relatives in the US. Nearl yog it in more expensive and insufficient servides;
one-in-five (18%) Mexicans say they receive moneyq ity and elite targeted and a tendency toward a
from relatives living in another country, althougfis  \yeqth polarizatiofi®X!. Still, the tendency is to reduce
represents a slight decline from 2007, when 23% saiig the least the public expenses, to slim the Stateto

i ' i . .
they received money ffom o_ut5|d_e (Fig”3) ) leave the social needs attention to a free market
Also Mexican hygiene is going to be better in theg, .o 31

next years in comparison with past years this can b The tendency toward centralization was

concluding in Mexican government in handling SWinestrengthened during the 90s, but in some spediéiasa

Fluin the recent. , ,,,Of education, health. Still higher education sessiare
When nearly all of those in Pew surveyed (93%).entralized and the trend is more oriented toward

hgd heard of the swine flu (also known as th‘? H1Nd, v atization more than decentralization. This [BEXiS
virus). And most of those who had heard of it wer€yqying at different pace and will result in a sét o
worried that they or someone in their family cobll  gfects  difficult to  evaluate. State and local
exposed to the illness. Even so, despite the fattthe 45 emments will achieve more capacity in decision
first outbreak of the 2009 swine flu began in M@Xic aking in a formation process in which will subsist
concern about the disease was Io_wer among Mex'ca%%rious problems in managerial operation, institl
than among several other publics included in th&\§p 5,4 organizational frameworks. These problems must

2009 survey -- in eight of the 25 publics, the leve g 1esolved in order to grant to municipalities atate
concern about swine flu was higher than in Mexico. 5 greater capacity of decision and action.
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From a historical perspective, during the last twoMexican democracy should face to achieve a
decades, the political scenario of Mexico called 40 democratic consolidation. Mexico is heading for a
questioning the democratic government, but it isscenario which will make greater advances in the
doubted whether the present conjuncture is or ts nademocratic governance. Also be prepared for a
another cycle of instability. The decreasing deraticr successful adaptation to globalization as the major
quality trend in much of the Latin American and driver of heterogeneity in the upcoming years. His t
Caribbean countries will not be even. Nonethelgss, case, greater macroeconomic stability, developroént
other cases, the democratic trend could be thesifgpo political institutions and trade integration wittnet
yielding greater institutionalization, democratic United States and other world powers will result in
governance and adaptation to globalization. Meki@®  successful governance, greater social developnreht a
moved in this direction for the last decade andwsho reduced influence of the facto power centers.

the conditions to continue in that same course.ibbex One of these dilemmas, in this democratic scenario
will be more mature and cautious in terms ofis the risk to seize control of the indigenous abci
democracy and macroeconomic policies. movement in Chiapas and subordinate it to the targe

In the last decade, Mexico has improved in termsgenda of opportunistic leaders. Radical, politycal
of democratization, some institutional developmemd  revolutionary indigenous movements in Mexico could
a broad consensus on the virtues of financial lgabi eventually converge with some non-indigenous but
but it is also experiencing poor social resultsradicalized movements. The emergence of politically
inconsistent economic growth, deep loss of legitiyna organized indigenous groups may also entail a task
of its political players and declining internatibna the national and regional security. If in the yeangad
relevance. In the next twenty years, Mexicans il the indigenous movements do not attain a legitimate
both more mature and more cautious in terms ofole in the political system and certain levelssotial
democratization and macro-economic policies, beyth inclusion, then many are likely to resort to claiofs
will  struggle  with  social problems, low territorial autonomy (rather than insertion in patl
institutionalization and recurring governance ise politics), as happened in1994 in the south of Mexic
Weak administrations and populist or authoritarian In this scenario, by 2030 the groups will have
leaders will make little or no contributions to grown exponentially and obtained the majority
institutionalization. Mexico will bear a heavy mgage  adherence of indigenous peoples to their coundmngisa
of social problems, low institutionalization, weakd “demonstration” or “contagion” effect could cause
even undemocratic governance. spillover into other nations. The resulting indigas

The president of Mexico faces serious problemsrredentism would include the rejection of the veest
when trying to reform the state, enforce modermjzin political and economic order causing a deep social
public policies, or reduce growing unemployment andfracture that could lead to armed insurgency, IEpve
poverty. This persistent obstruct governments'responses by counter-insurgent governments, social
performance within a framework of mediocre economicviolence and even political and territorial balkaation.
growth rates and erode the Mexican states’ abitity The next 15 years will see a growth of cultural
satisfy demands and guarantee the basic needsof thontradictions in society resulting from the emege
population. The political institutions, the rule @w  of new ethnic influences. The most resounding
and the level of accountability fail to work effagly = expression of this phenomenon will be the indigenou
and meet citizens’ expectations. movement, whose influence is expected to grow

A gap between people’'s expectations andparticularly inthe south of Mexico.
governments’ and societies’ satisfaction of those  Territorial claims driven by irredentist indigersou
expectations will be the common denominator: pgvert groups could set the stage for armed insurgency and
and inequality coupled with decreasing political political violence. The impact and nature of indigas
capabilities to implement solutions and the failmfe = movements, advocates of old social values andrkisto
reforms to achieve persistent economic growth willclaims, will depend on the degree of inclusion that
erode the legitimacy of governments and politicalexisting societies and powers give them. Where
players. These problems are conducive to high$eetl successful inclusion occurs, they will graduallinjthe
social conflict. representative system and, perhaps in some cases,

However, there are objective conditions necessarpursue greater autonomy at local and subnatiomal.le
to create a stable democracy in the following twent But where political and economic exclusion
years, although it will be necessary to remove someigidities prevail, indigenism will evolve into mer
obstacles, resolve some problems and dilemmashat radical expressions that will openly confront tloeial,
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political, economic and cultural institutions ofeth as “mobilizationism,” videopolitics, the emergence
colonial structures prevailing in Mexico. In these charismatic leaders and the mounting influence of
potential situations, the values of historical iillgrand  societies’ “de facto powers, the powers includilites,
compensation will displace economic growth media, business groups, military, criminal
expectations as the key driver of people’s actions. organizations, in electoral contests.

In the worse case scenario, there is a latenbfisk There is a risk that after serious political
regression to a more authoritarian regime if thigipal confrontation where the PRD, defeated by questienab
actors are unwilling to acknowledge that their hétvs  elections like the past federal election of 2006 w
are contributed to be trapped in a “victim centéred remain solely focused on resistance without prompsi
discourse of their own misfortunes. Consideringléss  alternatives, especially vis-a-vis the sectors thatt a
likely scenario of recurring governance crisesdifg  more immediate solution to their demands, or thate
the country, the fragile conditions, the emergen€e will be insufficient internal discussion or insudently
radical left-leaning or nationalist governments instrong ties with other social movements. If thisrario
Mexico triggered by the “contagion effect” from the plays out, we will be entering a period of muchagee
other countries. This continental “anti-imperiatist tension between society and the political systenthé
scenario would entail sub-scenarios of internationabest scenario, this would occur through manifestati
isolation, impoverishment and capital flight plus of discontent throughout the country, the appearaic
conflicts and ungovernance on a regional level. direct, plebian democracy; in the worst, it wouléan

The media and more specifically the electronicthe proliferation of outbreaks of irrational viotan in
media is tightly controlled and will continue being attempts to vent pent-up rage.
controlled for the following twenty years. The However, in a more optimistic scenario, if the PRD
electronic media allied to some government seatdlis and its allies consolidate and become an authentic,
corner and destroy the credibility of oppositioaders  collective, popular actor and a decisive politieadd
and politicians to maintain the conservative Nadlon social force for the transformation of Mexico, & i
Action Party (Partido Accion Nacional-PAN) in power probably the occurrence of formulation of a solid
for the following twenty years at least. Oppositibn strategy on the left, with the convergence of &lthe
Parties such as Institutional Revolutionary Partycountry's democratic, popular and progressive frce
(Partido  Revolucionario Institucional-PRI)  and combination of civil resistance with actions in dawof
Democratic Revolution Party (Partido de la Revdlaci direct democracy and with legislative proposals to
Democratica-PRD) will continue to be strong, counte establish and consolidate participatory democragy a
balancing the executive power in the Congress. the general rule and not the exception in the gglat

New forms of political crises are likely to appé&ar most important political and social processes drel t
the years ahead. The region's poor socio-economiestablishment of ongoing, systematic ties with aoci
results, coupled with the inability of leaders aiiles = movements in all regions in the country.
to improve governance, have caused a deep loss of On the following twenty years, there will be some
legitimacy and credibility in players and political achievements, although not enough, regarding the
parties. Against a background of social deteriorati reliance on participatory mechanisms to designghrea
and exclusion set to prevail in Mexico, the podéitic consensuses on and carry out a plan for the social
preferences of the excluded will favor the emergesfc  transformation of the country and the eradicatidn o
populist and charismatic leaders little interestedhe  inequality and extreme poverty and to lay the
development of institutions. In these cases, tHitiged ~ foundations for economic development with a sugfiti
parties and institutions of representative demacveitt number of dignified, well-paid jobs and with a typge
lose influence on movements and the facto powesocial development that meets the needs of alletis,
centers and phenomena such as patronage, personalisoth men and women.
and arbitrariness of governments will flourish. In the following twenty years, there will be more

The political parties face crises of a differerder  promotion of the participation of citizens as effee
and some party structures will disappear. Populastakeholders rather than as an excuse to channsh la
disaffection, social fragmentation and the failoE amounts of money to political parties and electoral
existing structures to absorb sectors demandingnstitutions, especially the Electoral Federal itogt
inclusion, such as the mobilized indigenous growilé,  (Instituto Federal Electoral-IFE) and its state
have negative effects on politics and governant® T committees and institutes and federal and statecies
weakness of political parties-instead of leadinghte  charged with ensuring transparency and public acces
emergence of a new group, will favor phenomena sucto information.
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There is a tendency of political actors and their Most have positive view of US Obama
interests in utilizing the social organization wﬁ:l_surg Favorable view of T2
community ends. Non Governmental Organizations
(NGOs), in Mexico, will be more ideologically 69

involved in the following years abandoning the pcdil
and ideological neutrality, in order to reduce any
possible tendency of antidemocratic and authoaitari
Most of these NGOs will be actors of new social
movements in Mexico in the following years.
Civil-Society Organizations (CSOs) in Mexico will
become stronger and more powerful in the following
two decades to continue facing with the urgent,
immediate task of rescuing the political systenmfrihe
monopoly that professional politicians made it depe
on. Above all, those involved in grassroots
communication and education will actively partidipa 35
in constructing the new social and political actefso
will bring about some significant actions of social j
transformation. To construct the social actors C#ls Bush 2008 Obarma 2009
join other forces, such as the coordinating groaps Question 21a
peasants (campesino) and labor organizations, to

2008 2009
Cuestion 1la

Confident in. . (%)

reinforce each other's efforts in that construction Fig. 4: Source: Pew research center publicafidns
CSOs will continue fighting for greater citizen
participation in all the institutions referred tbcwve; And in a pattern found throughout much of the

publicly criticizing the squandering of public mesi world, President Barack Obama receives considerably
and the high salaries and generous benefits of thgore favorable reviews than his predecessor, George
political elites and proposing an ongoing austerityW. Bush. Interestingly, however, Mexico is one loé t
policy; promoting the adoption and implementatidn o few countries included in the survey where the 4%a
mechanisms for participatory democracy; and, aladive country receives higher marks than President Ob@ma
and at all times, making a systematic, creativethe American people.
efficacious attempt to promote a new political aratin Overall, Mexicans believe they benefit from the
Mexico, that is, a new type of relationship betwélemn  deep economic ties between the US and their country
citizenry and the political system. A relationship ~ about three-in-four (76%) say that these ties aredg
which citizens are the actors, the ones who demandor Mexico. Nonetheless, many see America's
who insist on accountability, who make proposald an €conomic crisis spilling across the border and rsagt
in which politicians, as neo-Zapatistas say, “ldad f[hat, right now, tho? US is having a negative ecaoom
obeying’. impact on MexicB%.

To accomplish this, the CSOs will contribute all ) ) )
their experience, knowledge, critical capacity, ues Insecurity: Starting from the analysis of relevant

and working methods. They also will overcome somd?0litical processes to explain the sources of sl
of their limitations, their narrow outlook and thei 2nd conflict, the dimensions and extensions of ghan

difficulties in moving beyond micro social levelach that the country has experienced also modified the
their distance from the masses and lack of acceiwet Parameters of conflict management sustained by the
mass media. post revolutionary Mexican State. However, the
Also US Image Improving among Mexicans appllcgtlon. of mte_rnatlonal coercive measures to
according The Pew Global Attitudes survey found thacountries like Mexico that occasionally experiment
America's overall image improved significantly ago Scenarios of conflict, instability and_cns_ls isutbdful.
much of the world over the last year and Mexicodés . 1he advance of democratization and trade
exception. While slightly less than half (47%) integration, despite all the remaining problemsitcary
expressed a positive opinion of the US in 2008, &@% to what was expected, had not set strong trends to

so now. Views of the American people also havemitigate conflict involving non-state actors such a
become more positive since 2008 (Fig. 4). irregular armed groups or mafias. In a 20 year
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perspective, the facto power centers and non-statenderstanding the US political agenda focused on
armed players such as mafias, drug-traffickers andlomestic security and the “war on terror.” In thexin
international terrorist groups will seek partnepshor  twenty years, Mexico will continue to be one of the
mergers or at least a modus vivenslith irregular  countries with the lowest relative exposure towloeld
armed groups. conflicts of the 21 century. Compared to other

The drug-trafficking mafias operating in Mexico countries, Mexico will be relatively peaceful ineth
would probably attempt to adapt quickly to the newyears ahead and a scenario of armed confrontaitons
conditions of changes in the international drug-unlikely.
trafficking situation as a result of the legalipati of Considering a scenario more democratic and major
drugs, the replacement of cocaine with anotheryobd political and social complexity, major uncertairdpd
that does not require coca leaves (e.g., synthetics action of freedom margins, must be questions to
another imponderable. But this illegal trade wouldrespond in the future how the conflicts will be
experience an immediate income drop, which would berocessed, the resources and criteria to chanmel th
strongly felt in a country dependent on the drug-institutional tensions and to produce equilibrium o
trafficking economy. relative satisfaction. It is also worrisome theksiopen

The insecurity problems are direct threats to thdo the decision processes for treatment and soluifo
population and unfortunately it will continue inaggng  such conflicts. The key term guiding is "managerhent
the level during the following years particularty the  in the threefold sense of processing, solutionrésid It
growing urban areas. Social and political instapiin is necessary to identify the variables which couti
Mexico are explained by the problems of insecutig  the inputs which are useful in dealing with corifliand
to the drug traffickers and the weak development othe state of the system's differentiation (partidyl the
citizenship representativeness, the persistence o@élationship between politics and law) and to idfgnt
political cultures centered in personalized powbe the new spheres or environments of conflicts in the
social exclusion and the unfair wealth distributidhis  modernization processes.
instability and violence do not follow a nationatgern. The Mexican State should provide mechanisms of
They are more intense in certain cases and regionsecurity to confront the armed conflicts. Multilate
according to local political, social and institwtad and international efforts for conflict resolutionillw
variable§. have a positive effect on Mexico in the next twenty

Public insecurity and crime in the large citieyda years. However, some trends involving internal
shown an upward trend for many years and will ghow conflicts related to non-traditional threats willegail.
importance in the next 20 years, reflecting theégase The remnant armed group structures will not belyasi
in poverty and inequality. The basic indicators ofdismantled.
human development such as life expectancy, literacy
rate and income will be above the national avefage Environmental and sustainable development trends:
the indicators of social disintegration such asgdru Regarding the scenario in sustainable developnteat,
trafficking, robbing, ganging and domestic violence programs based on the environmental policies as the
will have the highest level in the country. Theseinstrument of the General Law of Ecological
tendencies will prove that improvement of economicEquilibrium and Environmental Protection will achée
conditions does not necessarily means improvenment ismall results in regulations of the soil and prdohec
people. activities.

In other national indicators registered, the Mexico’s biodiversity will be one of the greatest
tendencies show that the national average ofrdldg regional assets in 2030, although the environmental
among the population of 15 years and more will beforecast is unfavorable in climatic change; degtiada
reduced, although, in the southern states of Chjapaof land, soil, sea and coastline; the depletiofiooésts
Oaxaca and Guerrero, it will be still high. and fresh water supplies, which will deepen. The

These patterns of instability and violence will country will be particularly vulnerable to the euesl
continue in the following twenty years and evertual economic impact of climate change such as droughts,
will be severe conflicts and crisis, mainly duettee  due to the relatively high percentage of the pdputa
reaction of governments privileging the securitythat relies on the natural resources economy.
approaches as the framework of analysis and acttons Reliance on the production of raw materials will
confront the phenomena. The increasing quantity ofmake the region particularly vulnerable to ecosyste
youth will bring some violent crisis by enough transformations. Replacement of oil with renewable
problems of its own, Mexico will have difficulty power resources or other major changes in the world
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energy situation would alter the political matrinda levels at this altitude cause incomplete fuel costibn

would have sizable effects that would immerse Mexic in engines and higher emissions of carbon monoxide,
a country highly dependent on oil revenues, into éhydrocarbons and volatile organic compounds. Irtens
structural crisis. sunlight turns these noxious gases into higher than

The trend analysis of the environmental normal smog levels. In turn, the smog preventsstire
deterioration, preservation and sustainable use dfom heating the atmosphere enough to penetrate the
natural resources indicates that the future looky v inversion layer that blankets the city.
gloomy. Pollution in large cities in the center of The problem to attend populations in inappropriate
Mexican territory and along the border with the tddi  areas and difficult access multiplies the publio/ises
States are very well know places where this trend ito be satisfied, the costs of attention and nalifthe
increasing. planning and regulation of growth. The trend toexeh

The transforming forces of the territorial struetu urbanization policies more to the logic of the nedrk
will continue to be the migration, soil speculation will have specific impacts on the policies of segton
infrastructure concentration policies, capitalvptizing  due to the recent, complex and partially contraadjct
tendencies. Political parties and organizationsagany  urban development and planning of the larger gities
clientele relationships will continue to take adieaye  which are difficult to evaluate in their total seprhe
of the promoting invasions of empty soil for need of urban development will demand more space in
construction, despite the rights of property clainty  proximity to the limits of the City center and thus
the real owners. incrementing the prices of real estate, which will

The specific policies of urban planning until now generate an inflationary trend under the logic of
in most Mexican cities have allowed an irregularreproduction together in the city as in the redhtes
pattern of urbanization which has contributed tocapital, financial, industrial and construction aofl
increase the level of fragmentation in residentialcourse on the workforce of migrant people.
segregation. The trend toward urbanization create A trend toward uneven concentration of population
additional pressures in the environment and elettete and disordered growth will lead to a peripheral
vulnerability of natural dangers between the pobiclv  development in most of the medium sized cities.sThi
tend to live informal settlements and living questef  dysfunctional development will be manifested in the
deficient construction materials. Concentration ofstruggle between the city limits and numerical itgadf
people in urban and coastal areas will continuedemands. It will also be manifested in the duatify
degrading the environment and exacerbating the oveeal estate markdtd. Medium cities will growth in
hitting of the planet. Urbanization process is awing  dispersing and expansive tendencies where thesliofit
trend with different behavior patterns marking themetropolitan development lacking good urban plagnin
medium sized cities of Mexico and the tendencyois t will lead to a confrontation between populationgtio
augment its size and population resulting in a moreand economic development. A city with larger
complex urban problems. Most of the growing urbanpopulation than the needs and demands of the dity w
spaces are of irregular character. be always in serious contradiction.

Based on territorial restructuring within the ltsi These trends of population concentration and
between Mexico city and the conurbation area, mtese metropolitan increase are due to economic model and
tendencies of polarization and segregation redpettie  politics. The trends will originate an accelerapedcess
inhabitants which at the turn of the past Centueyenin  of irregular occupation by inhabitants always pujtat
the zone of the historical center of the city ahé t risk the forests and the potential agriculturalduction
surrounding areas. However, changing the usesipf soand thus, the sustainability of future development,
valuation and differential rent of space in thetcan although the rate of population growth is diminighi
part of Mexico City, the inhabitants will neitheave  These trends in the organization of the geographica
possibilities to confront the speculative tendemzy  space will continue for the following twenty yeaas
the economic support from the local authorities.the causes of contradictions, social inequalitiesl a
However, in front of such trend of privatization in injustices due to the weak institutional framewank
urban soil, there will be several contradictionsalshin ~ enforcing the rule of law.
turn would lead to more segregation.

Geography conspires with human activity to CONCLUSION
produce a poisonous scenario in Mexico City. Lotate
in the crater of an extinct volcano, it is abou?4n) Forecasting is kind of tricky action and this

meters above sea level. The lower atmospheric oxygeresearch tried to investigate Mexico in three teend
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including economic, social and political trends inenvironmental

tendencies which amplify possible

upcoming twenty years. This survey has aimed t& loo disastrous consequences. The risk to natural drsast

at the all issues
pessimistic, realistic and optimistic views but thain

in Mexico logically and usedinteraction with demographic tendencies, envirortalen
transformation and the normative options and ecamom

frames was discussed more detailed. In economidg¢re factors will foster change. The tendency will bevaod
we find that Mexico’s degree of integration intceth more programs of prevention to avoid calamities and
globalized economy depends on much more factorragedies, but the results will not be successfallliy in

such as strategic policies for international indign
and the competitiveness of its production and etippr
capacity and in social trend it is important to $hst
the need to intervene in the greater scope to gigug e
against poverty will lead to formulate the stragsgof
social policy toward the target groups as the teoge

of the state solution. Poverty in Mexico is a gatized

and intensive phenomenon. Since 1963 until 1981,
poverty decreased very fast, but, at the beginmhg -«
1982, the trend reversed and the poverty increasth
nowadays that more that two thirds (70,6%) of peopl
are poor and almost half of the population (44, &8
living in extreme poverty conditions. Since 1998,
Mexico is achieving better results than the othatirL
Countries. And in the political trends we discusteat

the Neoliberal State as a model of development of
Mexico will be implemented very slowly in the .
following twenty years because there is a strong
political culture tradition of centralization of
governmental functions, paternalism and political
clientele in the provision of public services and,
corrupted behaviors. In this respect, the MexictateS
will be diminishing its sovereignty in front of the
globalization tendencies. It will des-incorporatada
des-regulate the economy to design policies of
appropriation and use of resources. Also startiognf

the analysis of relevant political processes tolarp
the sources of problems and conflict, the dimerssion
and extensions of changes that the country hag
experienced also modified the parameters of cdnflic
management sustained by the post revolutionary
Mexican State. However, the application of
international coercive measures to countries like
Mexico that occasionally experiment scenarios of
conflict, instability and crisis is doubtful. also
environmental and sustainable development trends
surveyed during this study in Mexico and find thert
Natural catastrophes such as floods, hurricanes,
earthquakes and climatic change would have a deepér
detrimental effect with profound socio-economic
impact for rural populations that are highly depamtd

on natural resources (desertification, droughts).
Calamities by extreme climatic conditions can net b
considered only a natural accident. The tragedieshee 2.
combination of environmental risks and the
socioeconomic situation, particularly demographid a
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general according to our study and Pew researchesur
in September 2009, we can conclude that:

The economic downturn has not led to a decrease
in support for trade. In fact, the share of theligub
who believes growing trade and business ties
between nations are good for Mexico has increased,
rising from 69% in 2008 to 79% in 2009

Mexicans are less enthusiastic about the free
market than many others around the world. Just
52% say people are generally better off in a free-
market system, even though this means some may
be rich while others are poor; about four-in-ten
(41%) disagree with this point of view. Only four
of the 25 publics in the survey express less
enthusiasm for the free markét

Almost universally, political corruption is
considered a problem. Fully 94% of those surveyed
say corrupt political leaders are a big problem and
68% say they are a very big probféh

Despite seeing a host of problems afflicting the
country, the vast majority of Mexicans (87%) say
they are very or somewhat satisfied with their own
lives

The economic downturn is having an impact on the
lives of Mexicans--54% describe their personal
economic situation as good, down six percentage
points from last ye&

Most Mexicans think their country has a poor
image abroad--61% say Mexico is poorly regarded
by people around the wod

This scenario tries to look for the three mentioned
trends logically and will be applicable those,
investigators, scholars who studies on Mexico and
for other researchers
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