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INTRODUCTION

This Special Edition of the Journal of Social $cies deals with a rare but monumental social chémge
profound impact of electronic communications on diegelopment of children. Prior to the twentietimtcey, most
people would be born, live and die without evemedtsing first-hand a significant social upheavalriiy the last
century, however, the pace at which society evolgaitkened noticeably. The spread of industriaiizat city
living, suburban sprawl, transportation and the ua&xXRevolution marked the lives of every persorthie First
World and many outside of it.

In the list of such social changes, however, thermight boom of electronic communications muskramong
the most potent. Having evolved hundreds of thodsaof years to communicate fairly slowly, in a Eliour
communication capacity far outreaches our comfortez We can communicate further, faster and to nmaose
people than ever before and in so doing, we haefopndly changed the lives of people in the devetbworld.

Although children are by no means the only onéscggd by this shift, they are doubtless the migstiicantly
affected. While most of their communications remetiiidishly-banal, their capacity for careless angkntional
cruelty has been exponentially increased. Withgdved, comes the bad. Violence-in all its formstil$ 3 relatively
rare event for human beings in the United States.dBectronic violence is a new animal, with newtinves, new
understandings, new rationales and new resultsaM/@ust beginning to tap into an understandingasf, why and
where it occurs.

This volume is the result of research and partipssdeveloped by the Massachusetts Aggressiondiedu
Center at Bridgewater State University. Our focuen developing the current literature on bullyprgvention into
the realm of electronic bullying. The Journal ofcib Sciences has already published important paipethe area
of gender and aggression, recently in 2010, Vol6r{iedalati and Redzuan, 2010; Eda¢atil., 2010).

Our research and fieldwork has increasingly hoimmedn bullying and the violence perpetrated onlime
children against their peers. The papers selectealdmission into this Special Edition are:

*  Cyberbullying Education for Parents: A Guide foin@ians, by Hannah (2010). This paper gives clars
guidance on how to address with parents the tagkawhing about cyberbullying to their childrenawing
from current research on gender differences andrbylilying

e Cyberbullying Victimization and Behaviors Among SirApplying Research Findings in the Field, by lEne
and Englander (2010). This paper reports the fggliof a study on gender and cyberbullying, inclgdin
differences on how boys and girls report their eigrees as both victims and perpetrators of cybigtibg

e« Many Sources, One Theme: Analysis of CyberbullyPrgvention and Intervention Websites, by Ahlfors
(2010). In this paper, Ahlfors reports on the infiation sources that are publicly available and @M these
resources sync with professional knowledge aboloidyullying

e Sexting, Texting, Cyberbullying and Keeping Youthfé& Online, by D'Antonaet al. (2010). This study
discusses the analysis of different methodologiesducating children about cyberbullying

» Cyber Bullying: Challenges and Strategies FacedJibyenile Police Officers, by Thaxter (2010). Office
Thaxter, a school resource officer in Massachusptesents the obstacles to addressing cyberbglhyith
children in schools and how law enforcement cara@e these to enrich the educational opportunétiesit
cyber behaviors

» Onthe Front Lines: Educating Teachers about Bujyind Prevention Methods, by Glasner (2010). pajser
reports on outcome data, specific to programmirgigshed to educated faculty and staff in K-12 schoabout
cyberbullying
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e Sexting and Youth: Achieving a Rational ResponsgWilard (2010). In this paper, Nancy Willard, a
prominent attorney in the field of cyberbullyingisdusses the sometimes irrational response to smioie
nudity that characterizes the adult reaction tdisgx

Together, these articles help to underscore sewepmrtant findings: First, online abuse (or “cybellying”)
does not seem to always involve the same childrea are at high risk for other types of aggressi®econd,
electronic aggression differs from its offline céenparts in the skewed ratio of intention to actminage. Online,
it's very easy (for both adults and children) tasaalculate the impact of a carelessly angry or eveply irritated
remark. In addition, children (and some adults)ehavprofoundly difficult time understanding thelyryublic
nature of their online communications. Finally, thenstant availability of electronic communicatitempts
individuals to utilize it during more awkward offfitult social exchanges, which in turn may leadrore problems
socially.

The production of this Special Edition could ne@ivd been possible with our reviewers and the stathe
Journal of Social Sciences, to whom we are indebted
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