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Abstract: Problem statement: Less than half the rice consumed in Nigeria wasipeed locally.
Following the sudden rise in the price of importéme since 2007, Nigerians, no doubt, have faced
great risk of increase in the number of hungry anynmillions of people. This study unveiled the
challenges faced by rice consumers in a rice priaduegion in Ekiti State, Nigerid pproach: Five
hundred respondents were randomly selected andiesdrm 16 of the 69 residential quarters which
constituted the 6 Local Government Areas (LGAs)ha study region. Data analysis was carried out
using simple descriptive statistics such as frequetounts and percentageResults. Research
findings revealed that: (i) the level of consuroptiof Igbemo rice was high (ii) the product was
characterized by contamination (iii) quantity madeilable in the markets has reduced largely 3s (iv
production was predominantly seasor@bnclusion: Policy interventions were advocated based on
research findings for improved food security in tagion.
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INTRODUCTION face food shortage in this period of food crisiente,
the country needs to improve her local production t

The right to food is a universal one-a right thatsustain itself (Adepetun and Ugwu, 2008).
more than 854 million people worldwide are actually _ Rice is the world’s most important food product
deprived of (Grassmann and Manniged, 2008)_(Bruntrup, 2006), about _three billion people Worlq«zv
Highlighting the views of UN's Food and Agricultyre €@t rice everyday (Subair, 2008). The average Kiger

: : . _consumes 21 kg of rice yéar(West African Rice
Elli(;\sztrgi?\a(rfogi)n dOPIrT;?’NSinthitséng]f Zasrs:%lt?fr)gls u;nmp;tm evelopment Association, 2002). The increasing oate
for fuel 9 gh hg f % | bpl . consumption makes Nigeria import-dependent ia.ric
or fuel may mean that the era of cheap globalrgral ¢ produces 2 million tones and consumes about 5

supplies is over for good. At present, consumers ifyijion tones annually, thereby, spends $800 m on
many parts of Africa have started turning to logall jmportation of the deficit of 3 million tones (Awe,
grown foods as import prices rise (Fleshman, 2008)2006). As disclosed by the Minister of Commerce and
This is, however, a new challenge that can infleenc Industry (Engr. Charles Ugwu), “the-18 billion
food security. An alternative source of food wi#t bf  realized from import levy charged rice importereov
tremendous advantage, particularly for the poor andhe years is now channeled toward improving loia r
play significant role in times of famine and insggu  production-an addition to the-89 billion formerly
or when food supply mechanisms are disrupted angdedicated to the improvement of agricultural settor
people have limited access to food (Grassmann an@ieet the current global food shortage and to ensure
Manniged, 2008). food security in the country (Orlntunsm, 2008)".

Poor families, very often must spend up to three Rice is one of the most Important a_rable Crops
quarters of their income on food (Jury, 2004). Rélge grown in Ekiti (Adeola, 2002), especially in Ilgbemo

. f t and agitation foll d the abam The rising interest in its cultivation is on accoofithe
Series ot unrest and agitation toflowed the ai ﬂmlk_e high demand which is partly the result of incregsin
in food prices from the beginning of 2007 in Afnica

- - population growth, income levels and rapid
countries (Harsch, 2008). These includes: MorocCOyrpanization and associated changes in family

Mauritania, Guinea, Mozambique, Burkina Faso ancthccupational structure (Akanji, 1995). It is obwédthat,

Cameroun. Others are Senegal, Coted'lvoires, EgypNigeria like other under-developed countries idl sti
Tunisia and Gabon. A consultant in agriculture (Aud facing a persistent food shortage problem (Sanodi a
Ogbeh) has expressed fears over Nigeria’s readioess Salimonu, 2006). The president of Alliance for Gree
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Revolution in Africa (AGRA), at the Tokyo and above annu) as a result of accelerating growth
International Conference for African Developmentrate (2.8% annuif) and increasing per capita
(TICAD) in Yokohama maintains that, rice representsconsumption (7.3% annu® due to changing
Africa’s best opportunity for reduction of food iofis  consumer’s preference (Akpokodjet al., 2001).
(Abubakaret al., 2008). In view of the significance of Undoubtedly, rice production has also expanded as a
rice among the food crops in Nigeria and governmentesult of vast increase in land area put undeivetion.
commitment to improve local production as earlieted, However, this is still considered insufficient tcatoh
the assessment of rice consumption becomes imgeratithe consumption increase (Nigerian Institute ofi&loc
for policy review. The specific objectives of stuae to:  and Economic Research, 2002).
(i) identify the socio-economic characteristicstiod rice Beyond the original framework of economic
consumers in the area (ii) examine the consumésgisy  integration, regional needs, resource distributamgial
about the production and (iii) investigate the $nk priorities and taste have become increasingly it@mor
between the centre of production (Igbemo) and humapm regional community planning. Igbemo region is
communities within the region. employed in this research to segregate the stuey ar
o based on some specific criteria. It is adoptedrtwige
Conceptual framework: Reduction in the number of deducible description of the importance of Igbemo i
people suffering from hunger to half by 2015 tops t rejation to the regional rice need. Using certainic-
list of the e|ght UN Millennium DeVelOpment Goals economic parameterS, a region is seen in two fohrns;
(MDGs). This vision is impractical in many develogi  can be an area within which homogeneity prevails in
nationS Where fOOd insecurity iS pl‘eva|ent duehEil’t terms of one or more Categories of phenomena
ever increasing populations. Food insecurity ialtle  (janguage, religion, occupation, income, climatel an
food production and inaccessibility to vital food relief) or an environment having functional cohen
resource to meet daily food needs of the populatiofn terms of several interrelated interacting catigoof
(Ajake, 2003). The United Nations Research Ingtitut phenomena (Sule, 2008)”. Rice production is dontinan
for Social Development, therefore, considers foodj Igbemo with an output flow which influences the
security as sustained and assured access by &l socperformance of many other activities in its vicynit
groups and individual to food adequacy in quarditd  \assive processing activities in the area promie r
qua“ty to meet their nutritional needs (ESU, 2000) marketing Wh|Ch iS a source Of Support for the
In Developing Countries, millions of people suffer distributions through a network of linkages and
from hunger and malnutrition. At least 800 million economic relations within the regional communities.
people do not have access to sufficient food taiens The choice of Igbemo region as the intrinsic cdsdys
healthy productive lives, while about 170 million for this research, therefore, is justified by theategic
Children Suffer from malnutrition, Serious enoug:h t position of the town in the regiona' economy_
jeopardize their future physical and mental |y delineating the study region, the Access
development (Pinstrup-Andersen, 2001). Nigeria, th@Dpportunity Model (AGM) was employed.

most populous country, having over 140 million peop Accessibility in this context is estimated usinge th
constitutes about a quarter of the continent’s | totasormula:

population and has agriculture as the largest sefto

the economy providing about two-third of the natson :

workforce (Nigerian Institute of Social and Economi A0, =— 1)
Research, 2002). Agriculture generates employment L

(both in the agriculture and off-farm sectors),ame

and provides food security (Braun, 2004). Regasdtds \Where:

the high level of involvement of Nigerians in AO; = Access opportunity index

agriculture, acute shortage in food as a resulbnf S = Size of item required at centre (j)

productivity remains a major problem (Okpiliya, )0 t = Time taken to travel from residence i’ to aggu
Of all the food items, rice is the most widely item at centre ' _
consumed. Nigeria, Cote’d’lvoire, Zaire and b =Exponent describing distance-decay effect

Madagascar are among the highest producer ofgakty (Morenikeji, 2006; Smith, 1977)

of rice in Africa (Baksh, 2003). Consumers in these

countries require that the domestically producee ric The 16 LGAs that constitute Ekiti State were
should satisfy minimum level of quality, health andinvolved in the estimate. Undoubtedly, their looas
food security standards. Since the mid-1970s, ricdrom Ighemo vary with distance which is a determina
consumption in Nigeria has risen tremendously @0.3 of their AO. The higher the AO, the higher the asxce
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level of a particular LGA. The mean AO for the emti Table 1: Socio-economic characteristics of the densumers

region, therefore, is obtained by multiplying eachVariable Measurement scale Frequency Percentagen Mea
LGA’s A0 by its population, summing the values and”%¢ (¢ars) 311?;1%0 11730 431863
dividing with total population thus: 45-59 59 14.1
>60 16 6.0
Total 418 100.0 1.99
A = 2A0XN, @)  sex Male 156 373
! Z N. Female 262 62.7
! Total 418 100.0 1.60
Marital status Single 122 29.2
The higher the value of Aj, the better. The number gi?/ror:?;gd Zi’g 6;-%
of LGAs that fall below the mean AO value, however, Widowed 57 65
represent the sub-regions of the state that aressf Total 418 100.0 2.36
interaction in terms of access opportunity to theal  Levelof education lliterate 110 26.3
. Primary 51 12.2
rce. . . . . . Secondary 212 50.7
It is possible to determine major areas of infeen Tertiary 45 10.8
of the local rice using this model. But the usual - Total 418 100.0 2.92
constraint is determining the application to spatia “aor occupation C'i:\‘;’}l”:g:\?ice féz 176'0
dimensions. Whethe_r it is bette( applied to thg oit . Trading/business 52 12.4
regional level remains a crucial question. What is Artisan/professional 25 6.0
important, however, is the clear specification bé t Annual income Iggigoo 41688 12%‘3’ 2.15
variables at any given level that reflects the fiomcof 50,000-100,000 126 301
a service centre. 100,001-150,000 35 20.3
150,001-200,000 116 27.8
>200,000 23 5.5
MATERIALSAND METHODS Total 418 100.0 351

Research locale: The study region covers 6 out of the The sam :
i . ple (500 respondents) was disagtgég

16 Local. Government Areas (LGASs) in Ekiti State. iy, the 18 wards according to the number of bogei

They are: Ado, Irepodun/ifelodun, Ido/Osi, Gbonyin \hich were used as proxy population for consumers’

Oye and lkole LGAs which accommodates aboutyopylation in each ward. Thereafter, samples were
44.2% of the state population. It locates intoeth-  randomly chosen from the wards which represent-well
easten part of the state where it shares boundaiiBs defined Data Delineated Areas (DDAs). In a targeted
llejemeje and Moba LGAs as well as Kwara Statéét house, only one household was interviewed and the
North; Ekiti East LGA, Kogi and Ondo State in the respondent was the household head of age 18 and
East; Emure, Ise-Orun, lkere and Ekiti South Wast i above. About 418 (83.6%) of the 500 respondents in
the South and Ekiti-West and ljero in the West. Thethe region consume the local rice. Cross sectidatd
region lies in the rain fed upland environment veher were collected from the sampled rice consumers with
rice is increasingly cultivated in the South-Wester the aid of interview schedule which was considered
Nigeria. appropriate since some of the consumers were
illiterates. The data generated was subjectedniplsi
Sampling design and issuess A structured descriptive statistics such as frequency counts and
questionnaire was prepared and administered on 50RFrcentages.
households’ heads (respondents). The target pagulat
of this study is Ighemo riceonsumers. A multistage RESULTS
random techniqgue was employed in selecting the ] o ]
sample. The first stage involves a contiguous sielec Socio-economic  characteristics  of  the  rice
of 6 LGA, in EKiti state as earlier specified. ThAs  consumers: Table 1 shows the summary of socio-
have been identified among others in the statehas t €conomic characteristics of rice consumers in thdys
major catchments of the local rice. The secondestagdi€@. The result reveals that majority of the cores
involves the random selection of 18 residentialrtara  1@ll between 31-45 years age bracket (41.6%). This
(wards) which represent 26.0% of the existing 68dsa  attests to the fact that bulk of the people arehie
in the region. A ward in Ekiti is a clearly demaemh  active working age. As expected, food such as rice,
political unit by the Independent National Electora Which is easy to prepare, is of great importancerzgn
Commission (INEC). This, in reality, is a household with young children. Table 1 also indisat
neighborhood. that two of every three rice consumers (62.7%) are
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females, majority (61.2%) of who are married. good respectively. Only 33.1% argued that it was fa
Cooking remains the exclusive responsibility ofwhile extremely few (2.6%) claimed it was poor. $ae
women in this age group. As they enter the workare elite and urban residents of Ado and lkole, who
force, the opportunity cost of their time increasesconsider standard hygiene in rice production and
(Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Researchhandling important. However, consumers noticed majo
2002) and the preferred food is rice. This is entda  qualitative deficiencies of the rice to include g@ace
the regularity of consumption (71.7% eating rice atof pebbles (68. 9%); a problem which 87.5% assediat
least thrice a week). with processing (parboiling/drying and milling) and
Results of the findings also reveal that a sigaiit  presence of chaff (20.4%).
proportion of the consumers are literates (73.7Php _
average household in Ekiti State often takes adgant 'Need to strengthen production: Records have shown
of the Government free-education programmes tdhat rice is a common food and that a large peaggnt
secondary level. Given that most of the literates a (82.8%) of the consumers in the region, source the
secondary school leavers (52.9%) explains the higRroduct from Igbemo. The study area significantly
engagement of the consumers in farming (77.0%)d€pends on agricultural production, especially. riset
Predominantly, the consumers (66.7%) earn belovproductivity is low because, the production system
N150,000 ($1250.0) annually. This is symptomic &f th characterized by — primitive  technologies, — poor
high rate of unemployment and poverty particulanly ~Organizations and limited physical and human chpita
Ekiti state. Indeed, poverty index is higher intEgtate ~ NPULS.
than the national average (Nigerian Institute o€i&lo
and Economic Research, 2002). DISCUSSION
In the urban centre, the commodity faces stiff

Availability of the rice: Availability of the rice gives competition with imported rice consumption since th
insight into level of demand. Field survey reveliat  average income of the consumer in this place témds
56.0% of the consumers consider the rice to bdyfair be relatively higher than any other part of theiong
available while 42.4% claim it is quite readily dable  Generally, bulk of the consumers in the region
in the region. Only 1.6%, who perhaps are not @gul experiences shortage of the commodity. This indiat
consumers, feel it is not available. The levelesfizonse  danger for food security, in terms of “ability toest
varies significantly in Ado (State capital) LGA wke target consumption level in the face of fluctuation
greater percentage (71.9%) experiences insufficienroduction, prices and incomes together with ensguri
supply. However, 95.7% agreed that the price isabsolute availability at any time (Sanusi and Satim
moderate-an indication that the rice is affordadtel  2006; World Bank, 1986)".
may be a cheaper substitute to the imported rice. With the present farming culture in Igbemo, rice

consumers in the region face long periocbo(h7
Seasonality of production: Igbemo grows typically months) of short supply every year. It has been
upland rice. Ekiti state generally, enjoys tropicalobserved that less than half of rice consumed im su
climate with two distinct seasons-rainy season {lApr Saharan African is supplied locally (Abubakeral.,
October) and dry season (November-March). The rice008). Predominantly, the consumers are poor aed li
farmers clear the land between December and Marcim local environment where quality may not necegsar
and prepare it for seeds’ broadcast and harrowing @e a priority. However, in more metropolitan sdeigt
the onset of the rains in early April. Harvestirggins  consumption appears to have altered with quality
in July, while sun drying after parboiling commesce factors rather than just availability which initialhas

with the milling operations simultaneously. been the basis for choice of rice (Nigerian Ingtitaf
Traditionally, the rice farmers (99.1%) in Igbenmayr  Social and Economic Research, 2002).
on previous self-harvest for the new year plantimg. In Igbemo, rice milling is done in mechanized

effect, the level of availability of the rice demsn units with the old conodisc technology, while diyin
largely on the seasonal nature of production in thef parboiled rice is done usually on unprotected
town. concrete floors and sometimes by the road sides, thu

exposing the product to contamination by inseat$s d
Quality of the rice: In two-third (66.6%) of the and animals excreta. As expected, there is complete
regional communities, the issue of quality tendstoo absence of destoners and modern technology ofgiryin
exert any influence on consumption as 54.3 and%0.1 and milling of local rice in most developing couatr
of the respondents agreed that the rice is goodrand  (Fellows, 2002).
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It is obvious that significant number of processor quantity and quality. More people in the urban eent
and marketers exist in the region to make themioduct of Ado and lkole demand the rice with possible
available to consumers because of “the vast growingnprovement in quality than the rural areas. Todtoo
demand for food in Nigeria today (Balaralee al., the quality, therefore, the State Government in
2006)". It is also evident that majority of therfzgrs in  collaboration with the Department For International
Igbemo engage in rice cultivation as a profitableDevelopment (DFID) and notable marketing
venture. Given that production has increased djight companies should support rice processing in Igbemo
recent times with regular consumption, the effdds with modern milling facilities to destone and pablis
improve efficiency of production and substantially the rice product for exportation beyond the regiona
increase average per hectare yield of rice in Ighemboundaries.
becomes a top-priority development objective.
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