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Abstract: Problem statement: The problem of present study is to investigatertile and place of
virtual education in attainment of educational gday students which can be deduced from views by
prominent existence philosophe®spproach: The research methods used are qualitative content
analysis as well as practical syllogisResults: Regarding the first goal, attending to individtiahnd
students’ authenticity, it is explained that vitteaucation provides many chances for study, jab an
future life, but reviving, maintaining and develogithe traditions and social and authentic cultba¢

is specific to a community are possible throughatiegion and social interactions like face to face
interaction between teacher and students. Regartli@egsecond goal, passing from nihilism, the
conscious and free cooperation of student necéssitaeating chances for critically questioning the
process of virtual education. To this aim, it isettial to consider virtual education as meansiand
should not be changed into educational goal ateterminantConclusion/Recommendations: In the
discussion and conclusion also the implicationghef results of the study such as the priority of
guestioning technological paradigm over questiorting manner of reforms by employing it and
taking a holistic view in application of IT insteafla one-dimensional technical view are presented.

Key words: Virtual education, higher education, educationadlgexistence philosophies, technical
view, philosophical inquiry, information technology

INTRODUCTION Based on this ground, the present study aims at
investigating the role of virtual education in atiag some
The pervasive and significant role of technologyof the goals that can be planned for educationighen
and its latest product, information technology, ineducation by focusing on basic ideas of existence
different fields of human life including the fieldf  philosophers. It is worth mentioning that invedtiigg this
higher education and its wide consequences neatssit issue in the higher education is more realistic and
intellectual or philosophical inquiry of the natuaed  significant than the educational grades prior tivensity,
origin of information technology and the methodsl an because the depth of what existence philosophates ist
goals for its application and development. Questionin a way that may face many difficulties for apation to
about technology return back to ancient Greek (ldank educational grades prior to university.
2009) but by the expansion of new technologies, Regarding the significance of this study, two p®in
including information technology, philosophical incy  could be raised according to the mentioned disonssi
of these technologies is also increased (see fampbe:  first, virtual education is a novel idea for whithe
Kierkegaard, 2010; Jaspers, 2009; Mamtedl., 1980; consequences and results are not comprehensively
Marcuse, 2002; Lyotard, 1984). Among these thinkergonsidered philosophically. And it is more sigrit
the role of existence philosophers is more basicraore  and delicate in comparison to other applicationgTof
prominent. Existence philosophy was emerged out o§uch as industry or economics because the subjact i
ideas by Nietzsche and was developed by thinkkes li one aspect of human being, for example economical
Heidegger, Jaspers, Marcel and Sartre in the tetenti aspect, but it is human being and his educatiocor®g
century. The ideas of these philosophers are mallpa  existence philosophers have set comprehensive, fieuma
but all of them emphasized on union of thinkinghwit and deep goals for education by highlighting irtiiility
deep and real experiences of human life and exstgn  and human existence (Blake, 2003). Investigatiegdie
reaction to ideas by many philosophers who aimed agf virtual education in attaining these goals hydents is
passing over precise and individual characteristicsto  of high importance and it is a step forward foritang
approach realities beyond time and place. the place of IT and virtual education in higher etion.
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The results of this study provide a theoreticainieavork For example, (Kierkegaard, 2010), as a reaction to
to be applied by policy makers and curriculum depefs  the Hegel's ideas, uses the word existence to ithescr
in employing virtual education in universities amting to  the human’s being. As he believes, human being

philosophical foundations. existence is the total unity and the though, withte
importance, is only one of the human powers armhés
MATERIALSAND METHODS of his dimensions. Therefore, if this dimension is

separated from its roots, which is the existenceino
) ) other words if the human existence is only limited
_In order to compare the views by existenceyo thought his life will be devoid of passion. gers
philosophers with the aim of planning some eduaalio (2003) considers Nietzsche, who is against Kierkea
goals for higher education, the contents of valdl & ;, some of the aspects, as similar to him becaasgldo
relevant documents are analyzed qua"tatively-emphasizes the relationship between thought and
Concerning the fact that there are various metfods |\ nan's real life. He writes about them: “Both

qualitative content analysis (Given, 2008), thespré  jastioned reason from the depths of Existent . thiag
study applies comparative analysis. As (Rihoux,&00 pgjieve] but the thought of man must be the house i

believes, comparative analysis is a comparison dostw which he lives or it will become perverted (pp: 25

subjects, predicates, collections, individualsugor  \iarcers criticism about some of the celebrated
time periods which reveals the similarities and

gif b h Th . ¢ r{Jhilosophers focusing on abstract concepts and thei
lterences between them. e“mam part of constant,iention to human existence and condition i litea
comparative analysis is called “constant compagativ

. i ) e ) _ is also in the same track (1985). Heidegger and
ana_lly5|s an_d itis said that” “.".... It involves taig one Stambaugh (1996) describing the human’s being gefer
entity or piece of data, such as a statement, possibilities such as death, concern and anweigh
Interview, or a_t_heme afﬁd comparing it W'th. others can provide a context for escaping the routines and
identify similarities or differences. By isolatirtpese ignorance. The authentic human is the one who byave
aspects, it is then possible to develop a conckptu reserves. concern and anxiety and looks at death as
qudel of the possible relations between variouitiest possibility that demolishes all the other posdibii of
c(é;n“c/:gt’s ?)??)?e dr)c'atigcgésg:ibmg tﬁée\?izcss ztﬁuggw theIife. As Sartre (2001) also holds, human’s beingrisr

. . to his essence and since he is a free being fadtinhe
philosophers about the nature of human and h|sahée_ is able to create the values and these values hisld
compared by the method of constant comparative

analysis in order to deduce some of the goals gtidri essence.
education by using practical syllogism as one @ th Craig (2005) claims that there are wide difference

methods for philosophical inquiry (Edmund, 1991j). A among the i‘?'eas by the exist(_ance_philosoph_ersltmlt a
last, the role of virtual education in attainings$k goals them underline common points in explaining human

is investigated from a philosophical point of view. existence; first, there is no predetermined goal or
essence for human being and he determines hisoessen

through his own behaviors. Second, human has filke w
and no social or biologic element can prevent ftbis
efreedom; rather he can control and apply these eisn

in his way to freedom and hence should accept the
responsibilities for his actions. “Consciousneskbut

Existence philosophy: From a long time ago some of
the philosophers have tried to go beyond all of th
trivial and individual characteristics and to reatie
realities beyond the time and place and whate\arish
temporary. From the 19th century on, some of therot

philosophers have emphasized the link between mougvariou_s possib-il_ities in. I'fe and human ,freedom in
on the one side and deep and real life experieands Ccnoosing specific possibilities and rejecting oshés

human existence on the other side as a reactisndo ~ 2ctually “consciousness” about responsibility asdde
process in the history of philosophical thoughtscivh 1S combined with panic, care and anxiety.
they claimed to be far away from human's real AS it is clear, there is a connection and coherenc
existence and life. That is why they are calledstexice  between the mentioned points in a way that thejddoe!
philosophers. As they believe the condition of gver regarded in relation to each other and they colsiol lae
individual, concerning the circumstances that sumds ~ categorized. For example, the necessary condition f
him, is unique. Every scientific or philosophicgstem identification of human nature by himself is hieefidom.
that tries to understand the condition of humamdpei Freedom could also provide a ground for human
cannot illuminate the individual condition in rétat to  authenticity. In the following some educational Igcare
his real life and help him in his self-fulfillment. presented according to the common explanation of
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existence philosophers for human and his placetland and attributes the way that chooses for his lifah®
categorizations they offer. These attainable gaats fate. Jaspers (1989) also believes that the resfult
inferred from the ideas of existence philosophexsia  proceeding science is knowledge and the result of
each specific case the role of virtual education iProceeding philosophy is awareness. This awaresess

considered for the achievement of that goal. a beginning for taking advantage of freedom, being
oneself and becoming oneself. He adds that although

Firts goal: Emphasis on individuality and human is constantly in conditions that are notciete

authenticity: Existence philosophers emphasize onby himself, but he can accept them and use thetinein
individuality and authenticity and therefore thence ~ Way to constructing himself and by doing this ha ca
considered as one of the existential educationsgfair ~ transcend them. In his beliefs (Craig, 2005) beogmi
example, Kierkegaard by reacting to this idea ofiele Oneself and transcendence is possible in two stftes
that individual freedom is abstract, fake and uhrea ‘€Xistential —communication” and  experiencing
argues that human’s individual is superior to human ‘Poundary situations”. Now the role and place ofual
kind (Craig, 2005). In more simple words, talkirgpat education can be considered in relation to sudbsta
individual based on general characteristics ofgitwaip, ) ) )
society and human kind is neglecting exclusiveFocusing on student as a beneficent society member
characteristics of each human being. As he believe@nd the role of virtual education: The existence
human life is choosing; a choice which involvesris Philosophers believe interpretation of what has
and since he is the result of these choices, haeis happened in the past could affect our lives. What i
creator of himself. As (Nietzschet al., 2006), the life called history by Heidegger and Stambaugh (1996) is
of authentic human has an internal power that i®mac also a set of historical factors and conditiong #iow
not reaction; hence he can change the extern&lur present understanding. In the same line, foligw
conditions toward himself and apply them. Heideggetthe ideas by Kierkegaard, Jaspers (1989) distihgsis
and Stambaugh (1996) also believes that naturdletween community and society. Community is an
characteristic of human existence or Dassin is o binstitution that is formed and developed as a testl
with others, to resemble others and even to keebiStOl’icaJ evolution and it has unique traditionsda
resembling them: At the first Dassin eats, weaagss past; in fact it is unique and different from other
writes and behave just like other Caseins. The ofle communities since it constantly depends on its padt
others in the life of Dassin can be in a way thething  is aware of it. Society, which could be createdptan,
remains of him and his individual characteristi©  has no past and it is not unique and historicadesiih
the other side, by the loss of Dassin in “othethgy  could be planned and built the same way as ther othe
also disappear and what remain are routine, siityilar societies. But it seems that every society thaegak
and superficial and self-alienated or inauthenéiogde.  historical reality is a community due to having
But it is not so that he remains in this conditimm  historical background. At this point the determiin
ever. On the basis of this ground, Heidegger tabbleut  factor would be the strength and weakness of the
other characteristics of Dassin like care, anxiatyl foundations. Therefore, if a community is more
death. In the condition of care and anxiety ordiidea  dependent on and aware of its past it is more
and behavior that are based on accepted prdundamental. Regarding the same point, Jaspemnlai
assumptions of all is not possible but his react@nin  that the dominant conditions in each community
more precise words his action, would be unique andhroughout the history as well as the evolutionkiciv
authentic. Thinking and care about the issue thdsta could be called as historical soul of society, mque
passer and goes to death is also a ground forsieea and specific to that community. Jaspers believes th
from routine and being oneself and becoming oneselhistorical soul is represented in the personalities
Sartre (1969) also talks about two kinds of being:ibehaviors of the community members. Accordingly,
“being in itself” and “being for itself”, “being intself”  one of the goals of education should be arousirgy an
is just there and it is what is there. But “beingitself”  preserving historical soul in the students through
that is human being is what is not but it want&®  cooperation in daily life, experiencing the speakin
Human constructs his own nature and essence and d®des and personal interactions such as interawtiting
responsible for it and this responsibility alonghwits  the university teacher (ibid.). In the same veirithw
basis that is indefinite freedom is terrifying. S8srtre  reference to the ideas of Kierkegaard, Jaspers (&fam
believes in order to release from the panic caused and Behrangi, 2010) indicates that “educating learn
freedom and responsibility human being deceives himas beneficial community member” on the one side,
For example, he refuses his freedom and respoitgibil means preparing them for job, work and future éifel
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this aspect can be planned precisely and attain thir the mentioned goal. Virtual education is crited
mentioned goal by systematic and stepwisébecause it does not establish a context for such an
implementation. On the other side, it means regivin interaction. It does not mean that face to face
maintaining and developing the traditions and ggsie interaction is the only necessary condition forusing
historical soul through ways like cooperation inlyda historical soul in learners. This point necess#ate
life, experiencing how the people of that societic and  further investigation and discussion. Pagani (2005)
personal and social interactions like interactinghw emphasizes the necessity of face in interface. é&s h
teacher’s personality that Jaspers calls “exisiknti believes, beyond biological functions (seeing, imggar
communication” (Craig, 2005) and claims that beingsmelling and tasting), the face creates a set gissi
oneself and becoming oneself is possible only ginou such as the general facial structures and expressio
such  communication.  Furthermore, in  suchwrinkles, crying and flushing that are necessary in
communication that is cooperation and personal anfiuman interactions in social life. Taking anothtaps
social interaction, individuals become aware ofirthe (Pagani, 2005) claim that bodily presence, inclgdin
society’s past and would be connected to it. body states like touching, smelling and tastinguase
Concerning the first aspect that is preparingsome role in social communications of human beings,
students for job, work and future life, virtual edtion SO face to face interaction creates a rich andnéiate
has provided many chances: virtual education bringsontext for social communications and attachments
positive and significant results for students indemic  among the human beings.
and professional fields. Now, on the one hand falsé Virtual communication lacks some of the
and wide availability of information has decreasedabovementioned aspects that are characteristitacef
student’s needs for information and, on the otteardy)  to face interaction. This is the reason (Prosset an
it saves the time for obtaining information. This Ward, 2000) believe that virtual communication is
technology facilitates the process of education@sd  artificial and disembodied and hence shallow and
can be in service of novel educational ideas asefull  irresponsible which contradicts a passionate arepde
instrument. For example, we can mention access teommunication. On the other hand, they take virtual
huge bulk of information, multimedia design for communication as a comfortable and unbounded one
education and virtual education. By using thiswhich is the reason for increasing attraction and
technology educational software’s can be offereat th pervasiveness toward this type of communication
are designed based on novel educational ideas likgmong students and teachers.
cooperative learning, learning in action, learning
through playing and learning beyond the university Emphasizing individuality and authenticity of
But, along with these results, virtual educatiors ha students and the role of virtual education: Existence
changed the life pattern of teachers and studéis. education requires the teacher to consider eackerstu
example, in order to satisfy their informationaldan individually and develop him/her to be authentioorf
even social needs they resort to virtual commuitinat  an existence point of view, authentic studentscsele
like chat and email (Laurie, 1997). The expansién otheir own selves and lives in coordination with the
this flow and omitting the personal interactionvb@en  values they had adapted; establish an endless
teacher and students is considered a challengéhéor relationship with them; appreciate life with passio
second aspect that is reviving, maintaining andecognize the significance of silence and loneknasd
developing society’s historical soul in the studgent bravely accept that the only absolute thing inftitare
for further clarification it could be said that éagociety  is death. They know that reason is not a propec lfay
maintains its own specific history and culture whic pehaving in certain ways and this is not what their
could be represented in the personality of teachiee.  nature strives for. In fact they are their own [wes
historical soul, which is revealed through teacher jmaginations about themselves and the present
personality in his/her interaction and communiaatio behaviors. In such conditions they face contradjcto
with students, could be grasped and felt by théestts.  possibilities and therefore, as Heidegger and
In this way, personal and face to face interactikes a  Stambaugh (1996) states, they experience “unhdinlic
significant role in education from the viewpoint of and the reaction to these conditions is anxiety. An
existence philosophers. This type of interaction isauthentic student is someone who maintains theenxi
considered as one of the conditions for arousing aninstead of escaping from it, for which one of the
developing historical soul in learners. But is bé  representations is following and acting the same as
only condition, so the important issue is the crtste others. With anxiety one could not decide ordimaril
that could lead to other essential actions and/iie8  and without any reflection. This anxiety changes th
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manner of doing things. It means that learners ool  discourse and the information is provided by annage
more abandon a goal or plan due to lack of meaninthat is programmed based on universal, non-histhric
appreciated by public and their answers are unique. logical and non-interpretive principles. As a résall
Nevertheless in technological system of virtuallearners receive the information in the same format
education each students is exposed to a mass of
information the same as other students. According tSecond goal: passing nihilism: Nietzsche stars by
the information that are provided for student, theycriticizing his contemporary cultural condition. A
similarly think and produce science by using theato believes (2006), higher human values such as &mth
scientific principles present this to other peopea honesty that were first gifted by Zoroaster to homa
information. This type of thinking is scientific @n kind are discredited now and instead of them iiigbil
general and includes overall validity. In contrary, pathos, hypocrisy and degrading are considered as
(Jaspers, 1989) maintains that “becoming self” and/alues. Nietzsche calls this inversion of valuesior
“finding self’_require a type of thinking which does not other words, discrediting the highest previous galas
take public, scientific and generally valid meangpg  nihilism. He believes that the way to escape this
233). As it was mentioned, “becoming self” and condition is not returning to the previous valuag b
“finding self” are achieved in border situations; creating novel values. In this way he thinks tHaisi
border situations are the experience of war, failur good to consider nihilism as one stage to be passed
guilt, suffering, love and a sense of God presence Describing his contemporary cultural condition,
that individual faces in the apex of happinessror i Kierkegaard indicates to other characteristics like
the depth of sorrow, grief, or failure. Jaspersuasy superficiality, abstract thinking and lifeless, mgi
only in border situations human being understandstranger to loneliness, lowering love to lust and
who he really is (ibid.,, p. 229). The mentioned domination of universal beliefs from other point of
experiences are, on the one side, subjective andew. He believes that media have played a
unigue to each individual and, on the other, areconsiderable role in the formation and developnant
bodily experiences directly or indirectly. If we these characteristics as well as dis-commitment of
consider the technological era as the post-biologidiuman beings. Regarding the same point he writes:
era and maintain virtual education without bodily “nowadays, everyone knows everything, but no one is
presence, the role of experiences such as waurégail committed to anythirtg (Prosser and Ward, 2000). In
suffering and even love fade away as biological andguch conditions Kierkegaard thinks that his proghsc
bodily experiences in the process of education. Irelucidation and calling everyone to freedom anditen
this manner the necessary backgrounds for “findinghis condition.
self” and “becoming self” are reduced. Marcel (Marcelet al., 1984) also believes that the
Another point could also be raised on the issue o€haracteristic of the present era is viewing amghi
individuality and the role of virtual education. including human being, from the window of utilitych
(Cheserbo, 1999) proposes that each learner creathe introduces this condition as the consequenaeewf
his/her own specific communicational system in thetechnology development as well as disappearance of
virtual environment. He argues that searching theéndividual existence. He tries to take a step imleeming
Internet by learners is not done with the same godl and escaping from this condition by describing and
therefore the knowledge foundations of such systesn elucidating the present condition of human being.
unique to each learner. Ladriere (1998) refers tdHeidegger and Stambaugh (1996) also thinks that
separation of learners as one of the consequemd®&s o human being has reached a technological underagndi
This separation gives learners that chance fonatle of being in the modern era. He (2010) considers the
and facing their selves. In contrast, (Murphy andexpansion process of new technology the same as the
Pardeck 1985) call the communication throughprocess of production, storage and expansion afggne
technology as homological discourse (p, 102). heshbi that takes functionality and advantage as the only
by Habermas, they hold that homological discourseevaluative criteria. He states invasion to the ieafis one
results from common mentality about a specificof the tacit consequences of such process. As bHgale
meaning. That is the message sender and receadh, e believes, the essence of new technology is notradeut
with their own unique nature, is already equippethw He takes the German word “Gestell’, meaning frame a
the same program. This type of discourse is folibwe case as the essence of new technology and betieates
according to universal, non-historical, logical andthe essence of new technology is “framing” and
lingual principles. They believe that technological “shaping” which encompasses objects as well as huma
education is an outstanding example of homologicabeings. To further illuminate this idea, he dessilthe
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technology and industry of and and news andould be asked that: what can be done in order to

publication. After cutting the trees and changingnt to  escape this condition?

and this technology finally produces news ands kvhic It seems that the way to escape this condition is

frame public thoughts and shape it. changing the view and rethinking about the present
It seems that Heidegger is inspired by Kierkegaard condition and the concepts like functionality, gaak

his criticism of public opinions by the press. Kiegaard  |ife meaning and following that limiting the tewity of

(Prosser and Ward, 2000) maintains that |nformat|oqega| function of information technology. Regarding

. . . t .
itﬁ(c:rhenaosl%g){ asnud Cl?ergTﬁg'ﬁf‘gﬂ:;&‘ogiﬂgﬂﬁeﬁ] awest this point as (Borgmann, 2000) believes, identifyihe
gy supp yye capacities and limitations of information technglog

of information to anybody. In this manner it eliratad h . ful for devel f
meaningful differences among various issues and as ¢@" change it to a useful means for development o

result the mass got interested in any issue ancibagal  Welfare and facilities and increasing the education
and passionate commitment. Although the pres@dvantages: in the previous sections some of the
expanded the superficial interests and relatiosshipcapacities are mentioned. But, being aware of
among the people, it decreased the traditionalhdipatt  limitations of information technology and virtual
used to be formed in communities on the basis okducation is also necessary. For example, Borgmann
sympathy. Therefore, the present era is an era felieves that information is not only technologieaid
separation and indifference. _ student should take advantage of other types of

Dreyfus (2009) and Dreyfus and Spinosa (1997)ntormation that is natural (information that theainer
following the ideas of Kierkegaard, concludes thatinieacts naturally and without the interventionasfy
n_ovyadays qurm_atmn technology has funpt'ona“tyartificial issue) and cultural (information thatan the
similar to media in nineteenth century. In this way

form of maps, charts and cultural symbols) through

seems that if the goal in the process of virtualcation . X . . :
is limited to production, storage and expansion 01bodlly experience and direct involvement with natur

information and it only emphasizes on utility of and society. On the.other hand he_h_ighlights tAat | _
information for resolving daily problems, welfajey ~ Should serve education as a beneficial means and it
and pastime, then student also would be a part agghould not be considered as an end. He believeédyha
technological system and a means in the servidesof regarding IT as means we could question the reasdn
expansion. Then the accuracy and inaccuracy of hisecessity or why of applying IT for education rathe
behavior would be evaluated by criteria, includingthan raising questions about the manner or method o
functionality, that are defined by this system. how of application.

As examples from the present culture of students, Therefore, it seems that virtual education and the
their main concerns and _thelr mfo_rmatlon consuampti  gg|utions for its expansion should not be taken as
could be revealed according to evidence from tH@SCh j,qenendent from education or as an educational goa

through the Internet and the text Messages (SM&) th The first step is to define the goals and purpases

are exchanged among them by cell phone or elewomeducation and then the role of virtual educatioadseto
mail. In such condition the students expect IT tiero

peacefulness and further flexibility and functiatyafor be_ Cla”f'_Ed in relation to those.goals and purposiy
relieving from daily concerns and tensions. Hednalis ~ d0ing this, the selected educational goals wouldhee
that this is our present condition since we wargpend focus of attention through which the necessity rael of
our time in the most functional way by applyingamd T and the application methods could also be dédfine

the progress criterion in technological system éety

functionality. Functionality is the leading criteni in RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

the field of science and technology. But, as it was ) ) )
discussed, many existence philosophers such as In the present and the virtual education is
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Jaspers, Marcel and Bubdpvestigated with regard to two educational goals i
believe that in the social field the ethical codmsst be higher education from the viewpoints of existence
dominant. As a consequence of widespread acceptan@gilosophers. Concerning the first goal, that teraing

of functionality as criterion and its penetratiansbcial ~ t0 students’ individuality and authenticity, it was
field, ethics would be suppressed as an aspedfeof | discussed that virtual education has created numero

and there would be no difference including specificchances for education, job and future life for the
meaning or content. students; nevertheless, arousing and maintainigg th

Based on such a ground, if one of the existentiaPriginal and historical traditions and culture sfiedo
education goals is considered to be passing ninilis ~€ach community could be are possible through tglkin
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and social communications such as face to face ankbe applied in critic_:ally_investigating the role and
personal interaction between students and teachersecessity of employing virtual education as welkttes
Therefore, the teacher training system should dgvel range and methods of applications. We should not be
teachers who are the representative of speciftorizal ~ Passively attracted to IT and the rationalism rasyl
traditions and culture of their community and aéfer ~ from it because in these circumstances the students
opportunities for interaction with students in wrisity ~ cognition, ~ behavior and learning would take a
and society in order to create a background fonsing technological nature. In th|_s way, the studentsedi
and preserving the traditions in students. Jasprenses  Would be also technological and they should be
that achievement of such goals is not possible bz.bEd'eEt to the ?”gm oflnor\1/elfsomalforder,_vx:hm:&
scientific planning since those phenomena could b Ince they merely supply the force for social or

L . . re not capable of changing it. In other words, the
planned scientifically which are publically accep@ gy jents would be slaves to IT. Consequently, the
or, in other words, objective and universal while

" - , interpretation and criticism of technology wouldt e
tradition and original culture are exclusive, mémtad possible in the field of education. It should be

away and lacks presence, it limits the interactinghinking that could provide learners with the
chances between students and teachers in the plad@formation required for thinking, it is neither eth
such as classroom, university and even societythinking and knowledge nor the final means for
Consequently it reduces the chances for maintenandeowledge evaluation. But it is another form of taum
and development of historical soul in learners. Theaction that could be criticized and challenged by.h
other important point to be raised is that suchoalg The value and significance of thinking maintains it
could not be attained merely by planning scientifici ~ place with the introduction of IT to the field of
public curricula in the process of virtual educatand ~ education. This value might even be reinforced esinc
even personal and face to face education. Here tH8€ availability of a bulk of information throughr |
focus is not on the benefits of scientific planniagher ~ Necessitates students to distinguish between segpos

it is the significance of face to face communicatind ~ 2nd real knowledge.
its role in arousing and devel_o_ping historical sasla CONCLUSION
ground for students’ authenticity. Subsequentlgreh
would be opportunities for students, who are The following practical applications and
representatives of historical traditions and celtef implications are suggested to experts and curnioulu
their society, to attain authenticity. developers in higher education according to theltes
Regarding the second goal, that is passing freel@f the present study.
from nihilism there are also some points to be The first necessity is the priority of questioning
mentioned. If the expansion of virtual education istechnological paradigm over questioning the marfier
introduced as the necessary condition for education reforms by employing it. The majority of
system progress and the role of students and ltheit ~ recommendations proposed for applying virtual
of achievement is defined according to this criteyi education presuppose the acceptance of technology
then the educational system would limit learners’paradigm. It means that by accepting the capakility
awareness and freedom to protecting technologicdll in improving the educational system they tureith
educational system. In such conditions learners ardttention to questioning the manner of application.
expected to p|ay their role, which is SupportingThese criticisms malnly deal with the undesirable
technological educational system, in the best way. consequences of IT and following that offering some
this type of educational system, the behaviorsahain  solutions for overcoming them. In other words, &hes
agreement with the criteria for expansion ofduestions are from how type. But the more fundaaient
technological educational system would be valueer ov questions to be raised are of what and why typeitabo
the behaviors that represent individual and internalT- In this approach the goodness or badness of
values of students. Therefore, the conscious aee fr technological paradigm or its range of applicatae
cooperation on the side of students require chafizes questioned. As an example of these types of questio
critically questioning the virtual education. Tdstlaim, ~ We can mention “what is the role of virtual eduoatin
it is necessary to consider virtual education adlgher education?” Inthe answers to these categaofi
educational means rather than an end or determininguestions, such as the results of the present ssotye
factor. Only in this condition, the goals that astected ~ Necessities are indicated.
for education could be judging and evaluating date As it was presented, the role of IT in educatisn i
for other selections and decision in the field offacilitative rather than productive. In other waord$
education. Educational goals create criteria tloaticc  plays no role in knowledge production and does not
213
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determine its foundations such as principles, Basic It seems that by restraining the range of effects
content and goals. For example, when we talk abougroduces by IT and regarding it as one achievements
designing educational softwares according to thdhe same as many other achievements of human eultur
learning theory of Dialectic Constructivism, the @nd cCivilization, we are equipped by a novel caltur

foundation and basis are the linguistic theory bytOOI for our higher education.

Vvaotsky regarding the mental develooment  and The final necessity is a taking a holistic view in
Y9 y Treg 9 P -application of IT instead of a one-dimensional tecél

learning and this idea is supposed to be applied iy |n employing the IT in higher education we
education through technological means. Therefose, aghould take a holistic view. As it seems in soneeats

far as the problems of education are related t®f human life the main issue related to IT is the
foundations, IT could not offer solutions. If theger  technical issue. For example, in the field of bas®
educational system is confronted with foundationaland banking the main concern is further developroént
failures that has existed before the introduction otechnical structures and full achievement of etettr
computer to the classroom or are not managed fwior business and banking. In the field of education the
the formation of virtual education and by the idirotion ~ Subject is human being with all of his natural
of computer and the development of virtual educatio dimensions and complexities. The expansion of IT
these problems would not be solved. One of th hould also be investigated and developed in liib w

) . X . . hese dimensions and complexities. The virtual
problems raised in this study is how to benefit deep education in higher education sr?ould not be talsstha

ideas of existence philosophers in higher educatiof,gis for technical reforms but its relationshigs t
system. The goal of education goes beyond acquiringqycational goals should be revealed; the goatsatiea
knowledge and expertise as well as cognitive anghferred from concepts such as life meaning, therea
intellectual development and these are definechtgki  of social interactions, ethical commitment and ealu
deep view toward the nature and being of human kind Following the discussion, the educational, ethical
For further illumination of the discussion it cdul and social essentiality and consequences of virtual
be added that IT is not a determining factor foreducation must be investigates with regard to usale

is reduced to educational means and is applied jfducation the background for = considering these

expanding educational equipments and could not ggonsequences by teachers and students should be

included in the curricula. A course as “The Phifasp
beyond these borders. As far as the current analerd of Virtual Education” could be included in teacher

role of IT is accepted without any revision and Weaining programs for teachers and for the students
suppose that it establishes rich and endless appties  some ~ discussions on the criticizing the present
for students’ lives and we are fascinated by ithi@wus  technological conditions could be included in the

promises and hopes, we have overlooked the foumdati curricula during the process of virtual education
for technological actions that are human nature isxd according to real and tangible consequences (like
representations such as thinking, feeling and theultural, social and ethical consequences of usily
achievements throughout the history. As the rethdse ~ Phone and Internet). These discussions might be
achievements which emerged throughout the historgre_SenteOI as a more specialized course of “The
before novel technologies, including IT, are doventgd ~ P hilosophy of IT” in graduate programs.

and might seem restrictive and dull. But through Finally and to put it short, virtual educatiomist a

o . whole education hence it could not and should not,
prioritizing the human nature and achievementsutio replace the face to face and personal educatibent
the history we are able to define the judging dotefor

[ must enrich the educational experiences of theesiisd
“IT paradigm as a means”. For example, when the

educational goal is sensational development okesiisdt
is essential for them to connect with the natureutgh
their body, as the locus of emotional expressiahta®  gloke N 2003, The Blackwell Guide to the
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